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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

Send letters to the editor on this editorial or any other topic to letters@lansingcitypulse.com. 
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Policing the police
As protests against police brutality subside 

in cities across the nation, displaced on the 
nightly news by the never-ending pandem-
ic and the looming presidential election, 
demands for greater police accountability and 
transparency are on the rise here in Lansing 
and elsewhere. There is little question that 
public confidence in the police has taken a 
massive hit following the police killings of 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and countless 
more who came before them. Where you 
stand on police misconduct depends on where 
you sit: If you are a person of color, you may 
genuinely and justifiably live in fear that a 
close encounter with a police officer could 
be the last thing you ever do. And, based on 
available evidence, chances are good that the 
subsequent investigation will be cursory and 
the perpetrator will escape any meaningful 
punishment.

How to enact police reforms that remedy these ills 
remains a hot topic at Lansing City Hall. On Monday 
night, the City Council rejected an amendment pro-
posed by First Ward Councilman Brandon Betz to cut 
$3.5 million from the Police Department budget and 
redistribute it to community-building programs that 
address the underlying causes of economic inequality 
and social injustice. The 5-3 vote was a setback for 
advocates of defunding police, but it isn’t the end of the 
debate. Public concern over making the Lansing Police 
Department more accountable and transparent is likely 
to continue until meaningful reforms are enacted.

It’s often said that police departments everywhere 
need to do a much better job of policing their own by 
getting rid of bad actors and then making sure they 
can’t simply move on to another department. We agree, 
but we’re not persuaded that police are capable of 
policing their own. Law enforcement is a closed society 
where loyalty to one’s fellow officers is paramount. The 
phrase “Blue Wall of Silence” wasn’t coined out of mal-
ice toward police, but because it captures the essence 
of the problem with police policing themselves.

To create at least a patina of objectivity, most police 
departments have an Internal Affairs division charged 
with investigating misconduct by officers. In the highest 
profile cases, where criminal behavior by an officer is 
alleged, police departments routinely refer the investi-
gation to an outside law enforcement agency. While this 
is a good practice, it’s still just another form of police 

investigating themselves.
The City of Lansing has for many years employed a 

civilian police investigator who works for the Board of 
Police Commissioners. According to the City Charter, 
the Police Board has considerable authority to inves-
tigate police misconduct, including the power to sub-
poena witnesses, administer oaths and require the pro-
duction of evidence. These powers are rarely invoked, 
though, because it appears the commission and its 
investigator are rarely involved in investigating citizen 
complaints against the police. This calls into question 
the validity of the city’s existing framework for holding 
police accountable. 

It’s an open secret that LPD and the police union 
despise the commission’s investigator (the position, not 
the person) because they believe it is overly bureau-
cratic and redundant — duplicating their long-standing 
internal disciplinary procedures — but also because 
they believe it erodes public confidence in law enforce-
ment by suggesting they need to have someone watch 
over them.

Let’s be clear: they need to have someone watch 

over them. To bring more objectivity to the 
police investigative and disciplinary process, 
we support the concept of an independent 
citizen review board with the power to inves-
tigate citizen complaints against the police. 
Some Council members have suggested that 
the powers of the existing Police Board should 
be enhanced and that the commissioners 
should be elected rather than appointed by 
the mayor. We’re not convinced that electing 
police commissioners is a good idea, but 
we’re willing to consider any reasonable form 
of enhanced civilian control over the investiga-
tion of police misconduct.

The notion of civilian control of law enforce-
ment agencies is deeply rooted in America’s 
historic reliance on a robust system of checks 
and balances to guard against potential 
abuses of power. It’s why the president of 
the United States, a civilian, is the command-

er-in-chief of the nation’s armed forces. It’s also why 
the City Charter designates the mayor of Lansing as 
its chief law enforcement officer. Even so, the mayor 
apparently has little authority to challenge disciplinary 
decisions made by the police chief, and even less 
authority to change the outcome of appeals under the 
police union’s collective bargaining agreement. State 
law provides for binding arbitration when a disciplined 
officer challenges their punishment and the decision of 
the arbitrator is final.

These contractual and statutory constraints mean that 
any form of police investigative board in Lansing will not 
have the ultimate authority to discipline or fire an officer 
based on their findings. Yet the existence of a truly inde-
pendent investigative agency that actually does its job 
will go a long way toward greater transparency in police 
misconduct investigations and enhanced public trust 
and confidence in the police department itself.

For police departments that adhere to the highest 
standards of professional conduct, greater oversight by 
a civilian authority shouldn’t be a problem. We encour-
age Lansing police officials to embrace reforms that 
help restore public confidence in the performance and 
integrity of the department and its officers. We also urge 
Mayor Schor, the City Council and police officials to 
work in good faith with community stakeholders to eval-
uate best practices in other communities, then develop 
a truly independent and transparent capacity to investi-
gate police misconduct complaints.

The CP Edit
Opinion
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By SAMANTHA SHRIBER
Harrison Township, Michigan — 
Excited and unchained from their 
masks, hundreds of Macomb County 
residents swarmed alongside the 
Clinton River in Harrison Township. 
Make America Great Again flags bled 
off of yachts and powerboats. 

Like a new age gladiator stadium, 
roars echoed off the water as Donald 
Trump Jr., his Dad’s senior adviser, 
exclaimed, “Close by, liberal heads must 
be exploding.”

At Trump Jr. and Kid Rock’s con-
cert/rally combo last week at Bumpers 
Landing Boat Club, treasured by Lake 
St. Clair’s patrons, COVID-19 and sen-
sitivity were overlooked. 

It validated how one doesn’t need to 
be “socially conscious” to win an elec-
tion in Macomb County — they need 
to be someone that its blue-collared 
inhabitants can enjoy a cold beer with. 

After serving him with 53.6% of the 
county’s vote in November 2016 — 
when Trump won Michigan by fewer 
than 11,000 votes and went on to carry 
the nation through an Electoral College 
victory — the county continues to nour-
ish Trump with yard signs that outlast 
Election Day and flags that are paraded 
across the lake. Trump’s trademark has 
been embedded into its escapism and 
patriotism as the younger generation 
looks forward to fleeing from the nest 
to Royal Oak and Ann Arbor. 

“If you’re an 18-year-old white kid and 
it’s fun to be a Trump supporter where 
you live, then you’re going to go vote for 
Trump for the memes. Like, why not?” 
said Jeremy Agosta, a 22-year-old from 
Macomb Township. “Trump created an 
identity that makes pickup truck dads 
buy into the Trump brand.” 

There’s more to it than that, though, 
right? How is it that in this former bas-
tion of blue-collar, union Democrats 
that Trump was and still is so popular?

According to Warren political consul-
tant Chris Marchione, there is a wide 
scope of things a Macomb County voter 
is willing to take from candidates ate 
who prove their worth on any level of 
government. 

“This is where things sort of separate 
because in Macomb County, they want 
someone who is anti-establishment 
and yet somehow holds their tradition-
al values or they’re perceived to. Some 
of these values are sort of frightening,” 
Marchione said. “So long as they know 
you and you’re their guy in Macomb 
County, they will ride with you until the 
end unless you get indicted.” 

The county has been subjected to its 
fair share of corruption, oddball poli-
ticians and vulgar dialogue. The 2016 
Macomb County Clerk Karen Spranger 
was kicked out of office for not really 
living in the county. Chuck Rizzo of the 
local garbage empire bribed four public 
officials and embezzled $900,000 in 
April 2018. 

There’s also former Macomb County 
Prosecutor Eric Smith, who resigned 
amid embezzlement charges this 
March. 

“That’s kind of the big thing among 
county residents — it’s kind of just 
getting things in order and electing 
people who are honest and transpar-
ent,” said Nick Mordowanec of C&G 
Newspapers. “I just think that’s bigger 
than what’s going on and what you see 
on cable news.” 

Although a part of the Detroit Tri-
County Area, the county’s participation 
in Trump’s 2016 victory illustrated a 
detachment from its neighbors — 
51.7% of Oakland County and 66.8% 
of Wayne County voted for Democrat 
Hillary Clinton. Marchione described 
this as “the politics of resentment.” 

“You have working people who feel 
every, every small ebb and flow in the 
economy,” Marchione said. “My dad 
told me growing up, ‘Oakland County 
— that’s management. We’re the work-
ing people — and that’s management.”

More than 75% of Macomb County’s 
25-year-olds and older residents did 

not attain a bachelor’s degree or higher 
from 2014 to 2018. At the same time, 
Ford, General Motors and Fiat Chrysler 
have invested more than $7.4 billion 
into the county from 2010, surpassing 
a 27% job growth in 2017.

Marchione explained that Macomb 
County residents were voting Democrat 
in solidarity with “the working man” 
while Oakland County was subjected 
to a Republican stronghold. He said 
all that was required to have Macomb 
County in the bag was a Democrat ID 
card and an endorsement from the 
United Auto Workers. 

Auto workers employed by one of 
the Big Three were unprepared for the 
Great Recession. 

Sterling Heights Councilman Michael 
Radtke Jr., a Democrat, said he remem-
bers a for-sale sign in front of every oth-
er house because people thought they 
were going to lose their auto jobs. 

“We’re working-class people, and 
working-class people have different 
values than other folks. People act like 
we’re a swing district, but we’re not 
really. We care about trade and about 
putting food on the table, and that’s 
why you will see people align with 
different political parties depending 
on their answers to those questions,” 
Radtke said. 

In 2008, 53% of Macomb County 
residents voted for President Barack 
Obama. Radtke said Obama, delivered 
back to his voters by contributing to the 
auto bailout of 2009, which lent about 
$55 billion from his administration to 
the industry and its lending entities. 

Radtke said Trump has not delivered 
for the people who live in his commu-
nity — unlike Obama who placed a 
Band-Aid over the wounds caused by 
the Great Recession. 

“I don’t even know if they’re going to 

support Donald Trump at the level that 
they did the first time around,” Radtke 
said,  because he “not improved their 
circumstances. What they’re looking 
at is kitchen-table issues. Jobs are still 
going overseas, currency is still being 
manipulated, people do not feel like 
they’re better off today than they were 
four years ago.” 

Is that for real or is that wishful 
thinking? Joe Biden recently made his 
first public Michigan stop in Warren in 
the hopes of reconnecting with these 
blue-collar voters, something Clinton 
failed to do.

Sterling Heights Councilman Henry 
Yanez, a former Democratic House 
member, said the face of Macomb is 
also changing. 

“I remember growing up as a teen-
ager — and people know this, I’m not 
telling any secrets — this community 
was known as Sterling Whites,” Yanez 
said. Today, the city is experienc-
ing growing Chaldean, Muslim and 
African American populations. Warren 
Consolidated Schools educate near-
ly 4,000 English Learner students in 
their K-12 system.

That all may be true, but then there’s 
regular folks like Rick Reiff, of Saint 
Clair Shores Shores, who sound a very 
common message across the coun-
ty. The trucking company owner said 
he is voting for Trump because the 
Democrats have flipped out. 

He said he is voting for Trump because 
he is the lesser of two evils. Trump may 
not be keeping people together, but he 
is “taking care of business.” 

“Right now, the Democrats are 
just nuts and doing stupid shit,” Reiff 
said. “They’re pushing the Black Lives 
Matter. They’re pushing riots. They’re 
pushing stuff — and people don’t want 
that in their town.”

Samantha Shriber for City Pulse

Harrison Township, Michigan, residents offered up their front lawns, flags and 
boats to welcome Donald Trump Jr. and Kid Rock for their rally at Bumpers 
Landing Boat Club on Sept. 14. 

Trump still the Man in Macomb County — though Dems wish otherwise

A STATE

MICHIGAND VIDED
STERLING 
HEIGHTS

PURPLE 
MICHIGAN 
2020

This is the first part in a six-part series 
reporting on the presidential campaign in 
Michigan in different locations across the 

state. This series is paid for by
contributions from you to the 

City Pulse Fund for Community Journalism.
To contribute, please go to 

lansingcitypulse.com/donation.
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REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

By BERL SCHWARTZ

WILL RETURN NEXT WEEK
DESIGN
FOR

Ballot boxes ready in Lansing
Ballot boxes are ready in Lansing as the city pre-

pares to begin mailing absentee ballots Thursday. 
Dignitaries led by city Clerk Chris Swope (above 
left), Council President Peter Spadafore (depositing 
a ceremonial ballot), and Secretary of State Jocylyn 
Benson (not pictured) and others marked National 
Voter Registration Day with a ribbon cutting at the 
Alfreda Schmidt Community Center for one of 15 city 
ballot boxes. A complete list with a map is available 
at www.lansingvotes.com along with other important 
election information. Voters should contact the Clerk 
Swope’s Office with questions at city.clerk@lansing-
mi.gov or 517-483-4131.

Grand Ledge school chief 
ousted over Floyd remarks 

In June, the superintendent of 
the Grand Ledge Schools criti-
cized the victim in the infamous 
Minneapolis police killing. He said 
had the victim, George Floyd, 
been a “law-abiding citizen,” it 
“eliminates” a police confronta-
tion. Monday, the school board 
eliminated the superintendent. 
After a seven-hour hearing, board 
members voted unanimously to fire 
Brian Metcalf, saying he “compromised confidence” 
in the district. But Metcalf may have the last word. 
He has sued the district for $1.4 million for allegedly 
violating the state Freedom of Information Act on a 
records request from him. 
 

Lansing welcomes third treasurer 
under Schor 

Desiree A. Kirkland, who has worked primarily in 
the public sector, joins the Schor administration as 
city treasurer and income tax administrator begin-
ning Monday. Kirkland was a grant accountant with 
the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services. She also served as contract and financial 

manager for the Ingham County 
Health Department, internal 
auditor of the Michigan Supreme 
Court and chief deputy treasur-
er of Ingham County. She holds 
a bachelor’s in accounting from 
Ferris State University and a 
master’s in Christian leadership 
from Arizona’s Grand Canyon 
University and is pursuing an 
MBA at Davenport University. 
Kirkland replaces Judy Kehler, whom Schor named 
chief strategic officer in July after she became 
treasurer in 2019, replacing acting treasurer Angie 
Bennett, who resigned a year ago. 

  
COVID-19 cases surge in East Lansing 
More than 3,200 confirmed coro-

navirus cases have been detected 
in Ingham County. Nearly 1,500 
have been spotted since Sept. 1, 
1,250 connected to Michigan State 
University. County Health Officer 
Linda Vail also added 11 fraterni-
ty homes to a list of 39 large rental properties that 
remain in a mandatory quarantine in East Lansing. 
Additional measures, including a broad shelter-in-
place order or tougher crowd size limitations may 
become necessary, she said. “Maybe we just won’t 
allow indoor gatherings.” Hospitalization rates 
remain low, though. And the Big Ten will kick off its 
football season Oct. 24 following a unanimous vote 
to reverse a ban.

State officials have now tracked nearly 118,000 
COVID-19 cases and 6,600 related deaths in 
Michigan, including another 500 cases and 15 
deaths tallied Tuesday. Nationally, more than 6.8 
million people are infected and 200,000 have died. 

Police divestment not a priority 
for Council 

On a 5-3 vote Monday, 
the Lansing City Council 
rejected a proposal by 
Councilman Brandon Betz 
to slash $4.6 million from the 
Lansing Police Department 
and reinvest in community 
services. It called for cut-
ting police spending 10%, 
hiring six social workers for 
the Fire Department and redirecting the remain-
ing cash for youth education and employment pro-
grams, among other social services. Kathie Dunbar 
and Brian Jackson voted with Betz. Meanwhile, the 
Council Committee of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
has sent the mayor a proposal to spend $500,000 
on four social workers and $125,000 on a full-time 
grant writer to assist community organizations with 
grant applications. 

 

Overnight parking ban officially ended 
Lansing res-

idents, park 
overnight on 
the street if 
you like. Voting 
5-3, the City 
Council has lift-
ed the ban and 
eliminated the 
ill-fated permit system that just got started before 
the pandemic prompted the city to temporarily end 
most parking violations. Those who already paid for 
overnight permits are expected to receive prorated 
refunds. Residents will have to remove their vehi-
cles for snow plowing or other emergency situations. 
Council members Carol Wood, Jeremy Garza and 
Adam Hussain voted against the ordinance change.  

 
Developers want to buy the City Market 

someday 
T h e  d e v e l o p -

ers of the Lansing 
Shuff leboard and 
Social Club project 
at the City Market 
building said they’d 
eventually like to pur-
chase the city prop-
erty rather than serve 
out a 40-year lease 
agreement. The lease allows it, but the city hasn’t 
committed to selling. The lease agreement comes 
before the City Council for an Oct. 12 hearing, when 
the Council will also look at providing loans and tax 
incentives to the Detroit Rising development group, 
which plans to spend $3.2 million on renovations. 

Detroit Rising’s lease would start out at $24,000 
annually and escalate each year by 2.5% or the rate 
of inflation — whichever is higher. The last tenant, 
Waterfront Bar & Grill, paid $72,000 annually before 
eviction, but it didn’t pay an estimated $80,000 in 
maintenance and utility costs. City officials said 
Detroit Rising would cover those costs, leaving the 
city a small profit.  

 
Lansing woman charged in fatal fire 
Why did Abbieana 

Williams allegedly set a 
Sept. 3 fire at an Elizabeth 
Street home in Lansing 
that killed a grandmother, 
Melissa Westen, 53, and 
grandsons Aston Griffin, 8, 
and his 4-year-old brother, 
Jesse Kline IV? Police have 
not revealed any motive by 
Williams, 21, who remains 
in custody on three counts 
each of murder and arson. 

Metcalf

Kirkland

Williams
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Stories by LAWRENCE COSENTINO
Demolition begins this week on the 

1600 block of East Kalamazoo Street 
to make way for Allen Place, a multi-
pronged community hub with 21 
apartments, a health clinic, and a new 
storefront for the long-dormant East 
Lansing Food Co-op.

Allen Neighborhood Center’s exec-
utive director, Joan Nelson, hopes the 
ambitious project, set for completion 
next fall, will help the neighborhood 
retain older residents, spur more devel-
opment in vacant buildings and lots 
along Kalamazoo Street and boost a 
surge of activity on the east side cen-
tered on the growth and distribution of 
local food.

The $11 million project, sponsored 
by the Allen Neighborhood Center, 
will be financed by private donations, 
a grant from the Michigan Economic 
Development Corp., a federal New 
Market Tax Credit and $850,000 from 
the state Dept. of the Environment and 
Great Lakes and Energy for environ-
mental cleanup. 

The core of the project is a new 
three-story building that will go up on 

the Allen Street side of the block, now 
a parking lot where the outdoor farm-
ers market used to be held. (It’s moved 
to Michigan Avenue.) The top two sto-
ries will be filled by 21 apartments and 
the ground floor will be split evenly 
between the health clinic, run by the 
Ingham County Health Department, 
and ELFCO.

About one-third of the apartments 
will be “affordable” and the others will 
be market rate, Nelson said, “although 
there isn’t a whole lot of difference on 
Kalamazoo in the east side.”

People of all ages are welcome to live 
at Allen Place, but Nelson said the 21 
housing units are designed to attract 
people 55 and older who might oth-
erwise leave the neighborhood. She 
already has a list of 35 prospective ten-
ants, from millennials to seniors.

“We’ve become a millennial magnet 

on the east side, and I love all the young 
families and kids, but it’s disconcerting 
to see people who have lived all their 
lives here moving to a 300-unit com-
plex out in Mason,” Nelson said.

In 2005, the ANC began talking 
with the out-of-state owner of the 1600 
Kalamazoo block about buying its aging 
cluster of buildings outright. The block 
is presently vacant, except for the Allen 
Neighborhood Center’s headquarters, 
outreach office, indoor market space 
and incubator kitchens where classes 
and workshops are held.

The talks went nowhere until about 
two years ago, when the owner signaled 
he would be open to selling the com-
plex. At about the same time, Nelson 

said, “an incredibly generous benefac-
tor” from New York offered the ANC a 
loan to purchase the buildings, plus a 
$300,000 grant to “offset the vagaries 
of construction.”

The ANC bought the complex in 
August 2018 and immediately part-
nered with Cinnaire Solutions, the 
development arm of the nonprofit 
Cinnaire, to get financing and to work 
out a design.

Preliminary work entails cleanup 
of “all kinds of toxic activity known 
to man,” in Nelson’s words, and has 
been underway for weeks. Three tanks 
from Al’s Gas Station, at the corner of 

The East Lansing Food Co-op, dor-
mant since its East Lansing storefront 
on Northwind Drove closed in 2017, 
will sprout again in fall of next year, 
this time as part of the Allen Place 
project that will soon take shape on the 
1600 block of East Kalamazoo Street.

The co-op will plug into the Allen 
Neighborhood Center’s web of con-
tacts with local farmers and communi-
ty gardens and focus on locally grown 
and produced food and non-food 
products, ELFCO president Stephen 
Gasteyer said.

The multi-faceted Allen Place proj-
ect will wrap the co-op in 21 “afford-
able” and “market rate” apartments, 
a health clinic, a kitchen accelerator 
supporting local food entrepreneurs, 
an outdoor “solar court” and ongoing 
community classes and other activi-

ties.
Gasteyer said he felt “real excite-

ment” over the move to Allen Place at 
an ELFCO member meeting last week.

“A lot of the membership thought it 
was a clear opportunity for a marriage, 
for a variety of reasons,” Gasteyer said. 
“This project works really well with 
our own vision. It combines the mis-
sion of being a co-operative with the 
mission of being a local food hub.”

A built-in neighborhood clientele of 
east siders and Allen Place apartment 
dwellers will offer a sharp contrast 
to the relatively isolated Northwind 
Drive storefront.

“It will be nice to get back to an area 
where you have actual foot traffic,” 
Gasteyer said.

ELFCO’s disembodied phase lasted 
longer than many members expected.

In late 2019, the co-op aborted a 
plan to start a new location at 3026 
E. Michigan Ave., just west of the Red 
Cedar development, after prolonged 
wrangling with Lansing Township 
over the permitting process.

The collapse of the Michigan Avenue 
location disappointed co-op members 

who were eager to bring ELFCO into 
line with recent co-op trends.

The Allen Place storefront, expect-
ed to open in fall 2021, will reflect 
the evolution of co-ops into one-stop 
showcases for local growers and pro-
ducers.

In the hippie heydays of the 1960s 
and ‘70s, co-ops pioneered the retail 
trade in organic and specialty foods, 
but these items have long since moved 
into the mainstream. ELFCO felt the 
resulting squeeze more acutely than 
many co-ops. Squeezed by the pincer 
effect of two nearby food outlets, Foods 
for Living and Whole Foods, and 
another new organic grocer near MSU, 
Fresh Thyme, ELFCO’s membership 
and customer traffic on Northwind 
Drive took a sharp nosedive. 

At Allen Place, ELFCO’s nearest 
competitors will be dispersed at least 
a mile in each direction —  Capitol 
City Market, a new downtown spe-
cialty grocery operated by Meijer, to 
the west, and Kroger in Frandor to the 
east.

This time around, ELFCO’s old “big-
box” model, with weekly sales and a 

hefty promotional budget, will give 
way to a farmers market system sim-
ilar to a consignment clothing shop or 
art gallery.

“It’s more of an agreement between 
the farmer and the grocery, where the 
growers set the price, and it takes the 
potential for exploitation out of the 
system,” Gasteyer said.

The consignment model has worked 
well at many co-ops across the nation, 
including Ann Arbor’s Argus Farm 
Stop, where the co-op takes a percent-
age of sales in exchange for housing 
and selling the goods.

Mid-Michigan is rich in what 
Gasteyer calls “micro-farms,” from 
small farms of 20 to 30 acres in the 
rural areas around Lansing to the doz-
ens of community gardens, a quarter 
acre or less in size, that are prolifer-
ating within the city limits, many of 
them a radish toss away from Allen 
Place.

Even without a year-round store-
front, the Allen Neighborhood Center 
works with about 75 local growers and 

Hubbub over the hub
These stories are 

paid for by 
readers like 
you through 

contributions to 
the CityPulse Fund 

for Community 
Journalism. To 

contribute, please go to 
lansingcitypulse.com/donation. Construction is about to begin on 21 apartments for residents 55 and over at the 

Allen Neighborhood Center, in the 1600 block of Kalamazoo Street. Seen from 
the east in this rendering, the new building will fill the parking lot on the west end 
where the Wednesday farmers market used to be held. The center is sponsoring 
a contest for a mural on the east end. For more information, see http://allen-
neighborhoodcenter.org/allen-place.

Work begins on east side’s 
Allen Place project

Seeds of rebirth
East Lansing Food 
Co-op will open new 
storefront at Allen Place

See Hub, Page 9

See ELFCO, Page 9
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF REGISTRATION

FOR THE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020 ELECTION
To the qualified electors of the City of Lansing:

Please take notice that the City of Lansing will hold an Election on Tuesday, November 3, 2020.
For the purpose of electing candidates to the following offices:

Partisan Section
Presidential: Electors of President and Vice-President of the United States; Congressional:  
United States Senator, Representative in Congress; Legislative: Representative in State 
Legislature; State Boards:  Members of the State Board of Education, Regent of the University 
of Michigan, Trustee of Michigan State University, Governor of Wayne State; County: County 
Prosecuting Attorney, County Sheriff, County Clerk, County Treasurer, County Register of Deeds, 
County Drain Commissioner, County Commissioner (NOTE: Straight Party Ticket will be a 
voting option for this election)

Nonpartisan Section
Judicial: Justice of Supreme Court, Judge of Court of Appeals, Judge of Circuit Court, Judge of 
District Court; Community College: Board of Trustees Member; Local School District: Board 
Member

For the purpose of voting on the following proposals:
State: Proposal 20-1 A proposed constitutional amendment to allow money from oil and gas mining 
on state-owned lands to continue to be collected in state funds for land protection and creation and 
maintenance of parks, nature areas, and public recreation facilities; and to describe how money in 
those state funds can be spent, Proposal 20-2 A proposed constitutional amendment to require a 
search warrant in order to access a person’s electronic data or
electronic communications; County: Public Transportation System for Elderly and Disabled Millage 
Renewal (Ingham County ONLY), Eaton County Transportation Authority (EATRAN) Millage 
Renewal (Eaton County ONLY)

Any qualified elector who is not already registered, may register to vote at the office of the Lansing City 
Clerk, the office of their County Clerk, a Secretary of State Branch office, or other designated state 
agency. Registration forms may be obtained at www.Michigan.gov/vote and mailed to or dropped off 
at the office of the Lansing City Clerk. Any qualified elector that has a Michigan Driver’s License or 
Personal ID can also register to vote at www.Michigan.gov/vote.  Voters who are already registered 
may update their voter registration at www.Michigan.gov/vote.
The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the Lansing City Clerk’s Office is 
Monday, October 19, 2020.  After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector may register to vote 
in person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at the following locations and times:

Location Address Regular Business Hours

Lansing City Clerk 
- City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933

Mon - Fri
8am - 5 pm

City Clerk -
Election Unit

2500 S Washington Ave 
Lansing, MI 48910

Mon - Fri 
8am - 5pm

Wednesdays
8am - 7pm

Additional times outside of the above listed regular business hours are as follows:

Location Address Additional Hours

Lansing City Clerk –    
City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Election Day, November 3
7am - 8pm

Lansing City Clerk –    
Election Unit

2500 S Washington Ave 
Lansing, MI 48910

Saturday, October 3
10am - 2 pm

Saturday, October 10
10am - 2 pm

Saturday, Oct 17
10am - 2 pm

Saturday, October 24
10am - 2 pm

Saturday, October 31
10am - 10 pm

Sunday, November 1
10am - 10pm

Election Day, November 3
7am - 8pm

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required.
The Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have an application to issue an Absent Voter Ballot. Applications 
are available at the locations referenced in the above tables or by visiting our website at lansingmi.
gov/clerk.
Monday, November 2, 2020 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except for those 
who register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on Monday, November 2, 2020 must be requested 
and voted in person at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations referenced in the above table.
Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, November 3, 2020, are eligible to receive an 
absent voter ballot at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations referenced in the above table.
Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: city.clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope  					    #20-217

producers, through its successful week-
ly farmer’s market and growing “veggie 
box” program that provides subscribers 
with weekly cornucopias of fresh food.

The prospect of plugging into the 
ANC’s spreadsheet of local contacts is 
not the only attraction for Gasteyer. 
The farmers market has featured a wide 
array of prepared foods, from Ethiopian 
food to Southern barbecue to artisanal 
bitters, developed in its bustling classes 
and test kitchens.

“We’re also very excited about provid-
ing a venue through which the folks who 
are doing the work in ANC’s incubator 
kitchens can distribute their products,” 
he said. “There are all sorts of ways we 
can see synergies happening that would 
be very exciting for all parties involved.”

In addition to local produce, the new 
ELFCO will carry beans, lentils, oats and 
other staples, stocked in bulk from local 
farmers, and a variety of locally made 
non-food products like soaps, candles, 

knitted goods and other items. The 
co-op has also kept its liquor license, 
although the board hasn’t decided 
whether it will try to transfer the license 
to from East Lansing to Lansing.

“We want to be a store that encour-
ages the local economy and gives people 
who make stuff locally a venue to sell, 
in the volume that Meijer downtown 
would find too small to be worth their 
while,” Gasteyer said. “We talk about 
Argus Farms as our model, but we’re 
envisioning something a little more 
diverse than what they do.”

Gasteyer said the co-op has about 
1,800 members “on the books,” but the 
staff needs to canvass them to deter-
mine how many are still interested in 
being “active and engaged.”

While members have doubtless fallen 
away, or moved out of the area, during 
the co-op’s hiatus, Gasteyer also expects 
a sharp uptick in interest and an influx 
of new members as word spreads about 
the Allen Place project. 

The co-op’s dry good dispensers, 
shelving and other equipment are still 
warehoused in the Lansing Bike Co-op, 
waiting to be dusted off.

Kalamazoo and Sheridan streets from 
the late 1930s to the 1950s, will be 
removed. The 1619 E. Kalamazoo store-
front was home to two dry cleaners, a 
notorious source of chemical residue.

An $850,000 Brownfield clean-
up grant from the state’s Dept. of 
Environment, Great Lakes and Energy, 
will cover the cleanup.

A 6,000-square-foot space on the 
block’s Sheridan street side will become 
a “solar courtyard,” with a solar micro-
grid and solar dock picnic tables, in 
partnership with the Lansing Board of 
Water and Light.

The apartments, health clinic and 
food co-op are all key elements of the 
project, but Nelson has her long-term 
sights set on making Lansing’s east side 
a showcase for the growth, preparation 
and distribution of local food. Despite 
the pandemic, all of the ANC’s food 
programs grew significantly this year, 
including the weekly farmers’ market 
and a popular “veggie box” program 
that brings produce from dozens of 
local farmers to consumers in weekly 
shipments.

“One of the many fault lines COVID 
exposed was how precarious food sys-

tems are, and supply chains for food 
products,” Nelson said.

The ANC already runs an incubator 
kitchen, with culinary classes for low- to 
moderate-income people.

Allen Place’s planned “accelerator 
kitchen” will take the program a step 
further, shepherding entry-level food 
entrepreneurs through the process of 
establishing a business. In time, Nelson 
hopes to see new food trucks, diners 
and restaurants spring up on the east 
side as these programs come to fruition.

The presence of ELFCO at Allen 
Place promises a reliable, year-round 
market for local produce and the culi-
nary creations coming out of the kitch-
en accelerator.

With Allen Place as a catalyst, Nelson 
envisions a “food innovation district” 
extending from Hunter Park on the 
west, with its year-round greenhouse 
and acre of cultivated parkland, to 
Foster Park on the east, with its gar-
dening education center, surrounded by 
acres of urban farms.

Nelson is eager to take the Allen 
Neighborhood Center to a new lev-
el, but she emphasized that despite a 
solar-powered bell and whistle here 
and there, Allen Place sticks to the same 
community-building basics of health, 
food and housing. 

“This is an extension of what we’ve 
been doing for the last 21 years,” she 
said. “We’re just upsizing our work.”

Hub
from page 8

ELFCO
from page 8
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If the first debate 
between U.S. Rep. 
Elissa Slotkin and 
Republican Paul 
Junge told us any-
thing, it’s this: Slotkin 
is running her first 
reelection campaign 
on health care. Junge 
is running on the 
8th Congressional 
District being, at its 
core, a Republican 
district.

It also showed us 
that Junge, while a 
political newcomer, 
held his own under 
the bright lights.

Everyone knows Slotkin knows her 
stuff. She showed it again Monday in 
the first of three planned debates.

And while Junge isn’t rolling out 
specific plans if he were elected, the 
attorney and former Lansing FOX 
47 newscaster presented himself in 
a cool, calm and collected way that 
former Republican Rep. Mike Bishop 
couldn’t pull off in similar formats. 
Slotkin beat two-termer Bishop in 
2018 to become the first Democratic 
House member in the 8th District 
since 2000.

If Democrats hoped they were going 
to put away the GOP underdog, it 
didn’t happen.

WLNS moderator Sheri Jones gave 
Slotkin a lot of rope as she tried to 
push Junge into a corner on whether 
he supported Republican attempts to 
dismantle the Affordable Care Act in 
the courts. Junge didn’t give Slotkin 
what she wanted: a full reputation of 
Obamacare.

Instead, he said if the Supreme 
Court throws out the Affordable Care 
Act, he supports a replacement that 
allows insurance coverage for pre-ex-
isting conditions. He’d also like to 
see prescription drug costs lowered 
and new protections for those with 
COVID-19 mixed in.

It all sounds good until you remem-
ber how Washington Republicans 
blew it a few years ago when they tried 
the ol’ repeal-and-replace strategy.

If the U.S. Supreme Court inval-
idates the ACA, Slotkin said in a 
Tuesday press conference, then 
pre-existing condition protections will 
be gone. So will the ability to keep 

young adults up to 26 on their par-
ents’ insurance. A cap on out-of-pock-
et expenses will be gone. Expanded 
Medicaid coverage will be gone.

“What we could see is something as 
concrete as the ACA being replaced 
by something else,” she said. “It’s 
something Republicans are fighting to 

destroy in court.”
Meanwhile, 

Jones questioned 
Junge on his claim 
that Slotkin voted 
96% of the time 
with U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, who — to be 
kind — doesn’t poll 
as well as Slotkin in 

the 8th, which includes all of Ingham 
County. 

Slotkin said this “misleading and 
cherry-picked piece of information” 
is based on 70 specific votes. It didn’t 
include the 640 votes she took in 
which at least one Republican voted 
the same as she. She also pointed to 
her membership in the bipartisan 
problem solvers caucus as proof that 
she isn’t a hyper-partisan.

“I’ve taken on my leadership when I 
needed to,” she said. 

Junge scoffed at Slotkin’s defini-
tion of bipartisan. For example, the 
CARES Act received one Republican 
vote. Did that truly make it biparti-
san? Slotkin is voting with party lead-
ership on bills even Democrats claim 
are “deeply partisan,” he said.

Junge conceded he’ll likely vote with 
Republicans if he’s elected. “Yes, I will 
probably more often than not, almost 
certainly be supporting positions that 
most Republicans are, but I make no 
secret of that,” he said. “I’m not pre-
tending to be something else.”

That said, Junge agreed with 
Slotkin that President Trump’s idea 
of eliminating the payroll tax would 
hurt Social Security and he would not 
support it.

Overall, the Slotkin-Junge meeting 
showed the two agreeing more often 
than they disagreed. Honestly, neither 
can afford to look like they’re from an 
ideological fringe or that they’re not 
prepared for the job.

Neither did.
(Kyle Melinn of the Capitol News 

Service MIRS is at melinnky@gmail.
com.)

Junge holds his own vs. Slotkin
in their first 8th District debate

POLITICS

Slotkin Junge

• Roll call conference participants and lock 
• Real-time participant list updates 
• Recording a conference 
• Quick set-up 
• Muting

517.999.9999 sa les@acd.net
www.acd.net

Contact ACD to Setup

Take charge of your conferences with 
easy-to-use features. On demand-audio 
conferencing is an easy-to-use service to 
enhance your business productivity. 
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Notice to Creditors

Estate of Barbara J. Faulkner: 
Date of Birth July 18, 1928.

Notice To Creditors: The decedent, 
Barbara J. Faulkner, who lived at 
2904 S. Cambridge, Lansing, 
Michigan 48911 died September 
10, 2020.

Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against the 
estate will be forever barred unless 
presented to Thomas Faulkner, 
named personal representative or 
proposed personal representative. 
Claims can be mailed to 1907 
Rock Way, Lansing, Michigan 
48910, within 90 days after the 
date of publication of this notice.

Thomas Faulkner
Personal Representative 
for the Estate
1907 Rock Way
Lansing, Michigan 48910	          	
	             CP#20-219

RFP/21/009 Covid-19 Economic Recovery Resource Developer Reissue as per the 
specifications provided by the City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept proposals 
electronically @ the MITN site (www.mitn.info) or 124 W. Michigan Ave, Lansing MI 48933 
until 2:00 PM local time in effect on October 7, 2020. Complete Specifications and forms 
required to submit proposals are available by contacting Stephanie Robinson @ 517-483-4128 
or stephanie.robinson@lansingmi.gov. 
				          				    #20-218

Change a life forever.
Literacy volunteers needed.

Professional training and support.
Call the 

Capital Area Literacy Coalition
517-485-4949

www.thereadingpeople.org

Change a life forever.

Literacy volunteers needed.
Professional training and support.

COVID Safety measures taken

Read to Succeed • GED Program
Adult Literacy • English as a Second Language

Call the
Capital Area Literacy Coalition

517-485-4949
thereadingpeople.org

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Best Local 
Non-Profit

NOW HIRING
Train for a rewarding career and 
safely transport children to and 
from school with Dean!

No experience needed.
Dean provides paid CDL training for 
new bus drivers.

Dean offers a competitive benefits 
package including health insurance, 401k, 
paid time off, flexible scheduling and 
advancement opportunities.

For more information and to apply, 
visit deantransportation.com/jobs.

Store & Center
MADE-IN-MICHIGAN PRODUCTS ABOUND IN OUR STORE! 

Massage & Wellness

Make Yourself 
A Priority

Massages from $41
Plus Facials • Waxing 

• Body Wraps

Home & Design • Health & Wellness 
Accessories • Art Prints

Located in the Campus Town Mall next to Chipotle
541 E. Grand River Ave., Suite 5 • East Lansing

www.massageandwellnessonline.com
517-203-1113

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

The Committee to Elect Bob Peña  |  2100 Vine Street, Lansing MI 48912

For Equality for ALL.
YOUR District 10 County Commissioner

  V O T E  A u g u s t  4 , 2 0 2 0
Bob Peña

candidate for
Ingham County
Commissioner,

District 10
Bob Pena for Ingham County
Commissioner | @bobforcommissioner

Equity.
Diversity.
Inclusion. 

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Bob Peña
2100 Vine Street, Lansing, MI 48912

Thank you for your 
support in the primary!

The Committee to Elect Bob Peña  |  2100 Vine Street, Lansing MI 48912

For Equality for ALL.
YOUR District 10 County Commissioner

  V O T E  A u g u s t  4 , 2 0 2 0
Bob Peña

candidate for
Ingham County
Commissioner,

District 10
Bob Pena for Ingham County
Commissioner | @bobforcommissioner

Equity.
Diversity.
Inclusion. 

The General 
Election is 

November 3!
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Vote Us for

If you are looking for the unique gift, we can help....

Hand Made Michigan Amish Made Memory Box...
A beautiful way to have your cherished keepsakes from loved ones kept 

close together for you to enjoy...

BEST ART GALLERY

307 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave | Lansing
(517) 482-8845 | www.absolutegallery.net

Historic Michigan Scenes... 
on a coaster

Mary Murphy 
Typewriter Art
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CALL 1-800-HEDLUND 
OR 517-321-5955

hedlundplumbing.com

We use exclusively

Schedule Your Inspection Now!
Fall is a great time for an 

inspection since heaters work much harder 
during the cold winter months

We Install All Models
• Gas • Electric • Tankless

Made in 
Michigan!

We are a 3rd generation family owned business 
serving Greater Lansing since 1939

$50 OFF
ANY 

WATER HEATER
INSTALLATION

COUPON EXPIRES 12/31/2020 

CO
D
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN
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1434 E. Jolly Rd., Lansing, • Garden Center 517.882.3115

PERENNIALS - Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

Lansing
   Gardens

We also have great services!
• Lawn Clean Up • Mulching • Irrigation 
• Landscaping • Lawn Care • Fertilizer
• TLC for the beautiful space of relaxation
   and enjoyment for the whole family
• Mulch, Soil and Stone Delivery AvailableExcludes Floral Shop

10% off
Everything 

Delivery Not Included, Must 
Present Coupon

MUMS HAVE
ARRIVED!

Contact the office at 517-322-2671 
for Outdoor Beautification Services

MON-FRI 10-6
SAT/SUN 10-3

GARDEN
VEGGIES
NOW
AVAILABLE!

50% off
Select Pond Supplies

While Supplies Last!

FREE 
ANNUALS 

WITH 
DONATION 

TO LANSING 
FOOD BANK
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Welcom e to

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN



16	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • September 23, 2020

After a Black teenager was repeatedly struck 
by a white Lansing Police Department offi-
cer along Dakin Street last year, the city of 
Lansing was in turmoil. Protests formed in 
front of City Hall. Former Police Chief Michael 
Yankowski admonished the two officers. One 
officer involved was suspended.

Video footage showed Officer Lindsey 
Howley attempting to load the teenager into 
the back of her cruiser. As the 16-year-old girl 
continued to put up a fight, Howley cocked 
back her fist and swung. All told, the girl was 
struck 14 times — mostly in the legs — in what 
would later be described by Yankowski as 
“not the conduct of 
what we want from 
our Lansing police 
officers.” Yankowski 
blamed inexperience 
on why Howley con-
tinued striking the 
girl after the first few 
blows proved inef-
fective.

Howley’s 30-hour 
suspension was the 
most severe punish-
ment short of firing 
that was handed 
down by a Lansing 
police chief based on a citizen-initiated com-
plaint in at least four years. Local activists 
(including the girl’s family) still wanted more 
severe consequences, but the quick action 
seemed to placate the megaphones at City 
Hall — especially as 
Yankowski retired 
from the job.

But this year, and 
about one month 
b e f o r e  G e o r g e 
Floyd’s killing reig-
nited race-related 
protests in Lansing, 
that three-day sus-
pension was qui-
etly appealed and 
reversed in union 
arbitration. Mayor 
Andy Schor said the 
city “took this matter 
seriously,” but ulti-
mately it still had its hands tied.

“The police chief has the ultimate respon-
sibility over officers and their discipline. 
However, under state law, officers are allowed 
to appeal disciplinary decisions through the 

binding arbitration process with an outside, 
independent arbiter,” Schor explained in a 
statement.

And as city leaders now turn their atten-
tion back to racial justice and social equity, 
a renewed conversation is underway on how 
to hold police officers accountable when they 
break the rules.

Additional details about Howley’s appeal — 
and the justification for the reversal — were 
not released to City Pulse amid a lengthy (and 
ongoing) tussle over public access to police 
misconduct records. So far, the city has only 
released a small fraction of its internal inves-
tigations on police misconduct, and only those 
that begin through citizen complaints.

More than 400 complaints are still being 
withheld by the City Attorney’s Office on the 
basis that the city’s legal interest in privacy on 
these police matters outweighs its interest in 
public disclosure. City Pulse intends to appeal 
the finding to City Council President Peter 
Spadafore.

But of the 139 complaints released since 
2016, most achieved similar non-results. 
Only 17 — or about 12% — led to disciplinary 
action. Most were verbal warnings, written 
reprimands or involved mandatory counseling 
or training. Five officers resigned or retired in 
lieu of termination.

While an outlet exists for an indepen-
dent probe through an investigator hired by 
mayoral appointees on the Police Board of 
Commissioners, all citizen complaints filed 
since 2016 have also been handled entirely by 
other officers within the Police Department’s 
Office of Internal Affairs — only being referred 
out to the Michigan State Police when criminal 
matters arise.

And the inherent flaws of a complaint sys-
tem where police are largely expected to police 
other police is now pushing city leaders to 
rethink the concept of officer accountability in 
Lansing.

“We do need some 
independence there,” 
said Councilwoman 
Patricia Spitzley. 
“That’s not to say 
that I think the 
police inherently do 
anything wrong, but 
it can be hard for 
police to police the 
police. I think that 
puts everyone in a 
no-win situation, no 
matter how above-
board it all may be.”

“Now, maybe more 
than ever, Lansing needs to show its people that 
LPD is here to ‘protect and serve.’ That is not 
possible unless all incidents of police miscon-
duct are properly addressed,” said Councilman 
Brian Jackson, noting the “secretive” process 
smells of conflicting interests.

Citizen complaints in Lansing rarely — if 
ever — leave the offices of the Lansing Police 
Department. Aside from a rarely used investi-
gator on the Police Board of Commissioners, 
the only check-and-balance for cops accused 
by citizens of some type of misconduct is other 
cops.

Complaints can be filed either directly with 
the so-called “independent” investigator or 
the Office of Internal Affairs. Both ultimate-
ly report to Schor’s office and work at offices 
housed inside City Hall. The police chief also 
still retains final authority on whether those 
complaints are sustained, though officers also 
have the ability to appeal discipline inde-
pendently through union arbitration.

The in-house nature of the misconduct 
investigations isn’t uncommon nationally, but 
concerns over objectivity has pushed some 

HOW TO FILE A POLICE 
MISCONDUCT REPORT

Lansing Police Department Office of 
Internal Affairs.................517-483-4804 
Lansing Police Department Supervisor.
517-483-4600  
City of Lansing Human Relations and 
Community Services
Division............................517-483-4477  
Lansing Mayor’s Office....517-483-4141
Commission 
Investigator......................517-483-4002  

Judging themselves, Lansing police 
dismiss most citizen complaints

City Council eyes new citizen 
panel to take over oversight of 
police misconduct complaints

Howley

Schor

Spitzley

See Police, Page 18  

“Now, maybe more than ever, 
Lansing needs to show its people 
that LPD is here 
to ‘protect and 
serve.’ ”

— Lansing 
Councilman 

Brian Jackson
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WILDLIFE PUB 

Treat Yourself To An “Up North” Feeling… Without The Drive!  

Largest deck in Michigan under glass roof… 3,600 sq.ft.—Rain… no problem! 

Plenty of room for social distancing. Empty table between each seated. 

1 offer per 
person. 
Expires 

10/2/20. 

Bengel Wildlife Center - 7 mi. from MSU. 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath, MI 

All food cooked to 
order on outdoor 
Bar-B-Q grill. 

WILDLIFE PUB 

Treat Yourself To An “Up North” Feeling… Without The Drive!  

Largest deck in Michigan under glass roof… 3,600 sq.ft.—Rain… no problem! 

Plenty of room for social distancing. Empty table between each seated. 

1 offer per 
person. 
Expires 

10/2/20. 

Bengel Wildlife Center - 7 mi. from MSU. 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath, MI 

All food cooked to 
order on outdoor 
Bar-B-Q grill. 

$1
domestic 
beer or 

well drink 
w/coupon

1 offer per 
person

Expires 10/3/20

Enjoy the Beautiful View of Nature & Wildlife on the Waterfront!
Largest deck in Michigan under a glass roof - 3,600 sq. ft.

Rain? No problem!
Bengel Wildlife Center • 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath

7 miles from MSU

A total of 139 complaints were logged between Jan. 1, 
2016, and May 2020 for various policy violations, including 
unbecoming conduct, unsatisfactory performance and other 
misconduct.

At least 17 of those misconduct complaints — or about 12% 
— were at least partially sustained, resulting in at least five 
officers who resigned or retired in lieu of termination. At least 
11 received counseling, written reprimands or verbal warnings. 
One officer received a 30-hour suspension.

Another 17 complaints — or about 12% — involved docu-
mented accusations of discrimination. Only one was sustained 
against the accused officer, but her suspension was later 
reversed.

LPD Officers with Sustained Complaints 
(2016-2020)

Detention Officer Elizabeth Barnhill 
Undercover Officer (Redacted) 
Officer Brandon Russell 
Det. John Chamberlin 
Sgt. Charles Funk (Resigned)
Officer Brian Whitsett - 
Written Reprimand for Unsatisfactory Performance and Rule 
Violations
Officer Dalton Reust (Resigned)
Officer Benjamin Hovarter (Resigned)
Officer Alan Berish (Retired)
Officer Trevor Arnold 
School Resource Officer Matt Priebe (Resigned)
Officer Leonel Rangel 
Officer Lindsey Howley
Officer Bailey Ueberroth
Officer Adam Walter 

Listings of Complaints by Dates
2/22/16 —

Detention Officer Elizabeth Barnhill received a verbal 
warning for violating departmental policies after she mistak-
enly gave away one inmate’s property to the wrong person 
before he was released. All told, the man lost about $500 in 
electronics, his checkbook and his wallet — with $32 in cash 
— after the person that received his belongings later tossed 
them into a field.

Cops later sought criminal larceny charges against the per-
son who received the belongings.

3/11/16 — 
An undercover officer (whose name was redacted because 

he is still employed with the Lansing Police Department) was 
forced to go through counseling for unsatisfactory perfor-
mance after he lost a suspect’s wallet during a traffic stop. 
Reports state the officer set a man’s wallet on the back of his 
cruiser, where it presumably rolled off into the street before 
he took the man to jail. 

All told, the man claimed to have lost his Social Security 
card and more than $400 in cash was never be found. The 
officer was ordered to go through mandatory counseling. 

5/23/16 — 
Officer Brandon Russell received a written reprimand 

for unsatisfactory performance after he had a man’s legally 
parked car unnecessarily towed from in front of another man’s 
home. Reports state the car’s owner had confronted Russell. 
Russell said “go talk to a judge about it” before having it towed 
away. Internal investigators, after receiving a complaint, later 
discovered the car had been parked legally and the Police 
Department paid $140 to have the car released. 

7/21/16 — 
Det. John Chamberlin received a written reprimand for 

unsatisfactory performance after he reportedly failed to fol-
low through on an assault investigation that sat on his desk 
for months. Reports state prosecutors had tried and failed 
to reach Chamberlin to discuss a criminal case for sever-
al weeks before they were forced to adjourn a criminal trial 
related to the investigation. Ultimately, internal investigators 
found that Chamberlin didn’t exercise “due diligence” to com-
plete the investigation and logged a written reprimand into his 
departmental personnel file. 

8/8/16 —
Sgt. Charles Funk resigned following multiple sustained 

misconduct violations related to breaking both law and 
departmental policy, including issues like dishonesty and 

insubordination. Records state Fink was involved in a traffic 
crash involving a man in a wheelchair and “may have failed 
to report it.” No additional details were listed in city records 
regarding the incident. 

Funk filed a racial discrimination lawsuit against the Police 
Department, which was revived last month after a state 
appeals court ressurected Funk’s complaints of retaliation 
against the city. Funk argues that a hostile work environment 
led to his resignation. The case is still pending. 

10/29/16 —
Officer Brian Whitsett received a written reprimand for 

violating departmental policies and unsatisfactory perfor-
mance after he allegedly botched a roadside traffic crash 
investigation. Records state Whitsett arrived at the scene but 
never exited his car or inspected the damage. Upon an inter-
nal review, video footage could not be located. A report filed 
by Whitsett also included inaccurate information. No addition-
al details were listed in city records on the incident. 

11/22/16 —
Officer Dalton Reust resigned following several sustained 

misconduct violations, including unbecoming conduct and 
using alcohol while in uniform — or in this case holding his 
badge.

Reports state Reust took an off-duty trip to Lou & Harry’s 
Bar before getting rowdy, calling a woman a "bitch" and kick-
ing a glass full of beer over employees that were asking him 
to leave. Reust was eventually escorted out, but not before 
he reportedly flashed his badge and told staff: “I’m going 
to see you again.” No additional details were listed in city 
records about this incident. 

10/9/17 — 
Officer Benjamin Hovarter resigned following a sustained 

report of unsatisfactory performance. Reports state Hovarter 
arrested a woman for domestic assault based on a call from 
her husband (who was not present at the time) and did not 
interview any on-scene witnesses — which “most fit” the cri-
teria of unsatisfactory performance, investigators found.

11/7/17 — 
Officer Alan Berish retired in lieu of termination following 

a sustained discourtesy violation. Reports state Berish had 
been inordinately rude to two technicians on a Michigan State 
Police helpline, later calling back to apologize for his “unpro-
fessional” and “disrespectful” demeanor. He retired instead 
of facing consequences. No additional details were listed in 
city records.

11/14/17 — 
Officer Trevor Arnold was referred to counseling after 

a sustained violation of departmental rules. Reports state 
Arnold searched a homeless woman for narcotics while en 
route to a Volunteers of America office. The woman claimed 
Arnold pulled over beneath a bridge and instructed her to 
remove her underwear and spread her buttocks in the back 
of his patrol car.

In an interview with internal investigators, Arnold acknowl-
edged the search but said the woman was never exposed in 
any way and that he views the report as a “false complaint” 
against him — part of an orchestrated effort to discredit his 
community policing efforts within the city. Ultimately, investi-
gators were unable to prove or disprove the complaint. No 
other details were provided in the report except to note that 
Arnold was counseled for violating departmental rules. 

1/1/18 — 
School Resource Officer Matt Priebe resigned follow-

ing sexual assault allegations from students at Eastern High 
School. Reports state students complained about Priebe 
before he was immediately placed on administrative leave 
and investigated by the Michigan State Police.

Ultimately, internal investigators identified sustained com-
plaints of unbecoming conduct, non-conformance to state 
laws and policy violations with processing property and 
evidence. Priebe later pleaded no contest to five criminal 
charges in connection to three separate victims, includ-
ing criminal sexual conduct against a minor, two counts of 
assault and misconduct in office. He was sentenced last year 
to one year in jail and has since been released from custody. 

5/14/18 —
Officer Brandon Russell, also cited in a 2016 complaint, 

received a 20-hour suspension for “unbecoming conduct.” 
Reports state Russell reportedly spent more time "hitting" on 
a woman at a crime scene rather than actually interviewing 
witnesses and collecting evidence. Russell also reportedly 
called the woman to ask what type of perfume she was wear-
ing after she went home.

Unsatisfactory performance was not sustained. No other 
details were provided in the report. 

9/17/18 —
Officer Leonel Rangel was referred to counseling follow-

ing a sustained discourtesy violation stemming from an inci-
dent at a Dollar General store. Reports state the store’s staff 
was suspicious of a man who had fallen asleep while looking 
at a container of Tide pods inside. 

Rangel later found the man asleep in his parked car, where 
he reportedly treated the man more as a criminal than some-
one who was just tired from a few long shifts at work. Reports 
state he called the man and his wife “dope fiends” and treated 
them in a generally disrespectful manner. 

Video footage was reviewed. Internal investigators recom-
mended Rangel undergo counseling. 

10/1/18 — 
An undercover officer (whose name was redacted because 

he is still employed with the Lansing Police Department) 
received a written reprimand for a departmental rule violation 
after he pulled up on a man who was riding a bicycle, swung 
open his door and struck the man to the ground.

Internal investigators, after reviewing the video, labeled the 
incident as “unintentional” and cleared an alleged charge of 
excessive force. The officer, however, was still cited for violat-
ing departmental policies. No additional details were provided 
about the incident in city records.

10/9/18 —
Officer Leonel Rangel, who was cited twice in 2018, 

received a written reprimand for a sustained departmen-
tal rule violation for reportedly unprofessional conduct with 
a crime victim. Reports state a woman felt “harassed” by 
Rangel, including one “rude and unprofessional” incident 
where he reportedly approached her about a past crime while 
she was at the hospital. Very few details about the incident 
are available in city records. Internal investigators ultimately 
cleared Rangel of excessive force and discourtesy issues but 
found a sustained rule violation. 

6/14/19 — 
Officers Bailey Ueberroth and Lindsey Howley were 

each accused of excessive force after a teenager’s arrest last 
year. Video footage showed Howley, who is white, repeatedly 
punched a handcuffed teenager, who is Black, in the upper 
leg before loading her into her patrol car. 

Officials said Howley was suspended for three days and 
received additional training. Officials and records show 
Ueberroth, Howley’s partner, received a simple written repri-
mand. Records also show Howley’s suspension was entirely 
reversed upon appeal filed earlier this year. 

1/12/20 —
Officers Bailey Ueberroth and Adam Walter each 

received counseling following a sustained instance of unsat-
isfactory performance. Records state a woman claimed to 
be the victim of a domestic assault, but both officers asked 
her to leave the scene and refused to fill out a police report. 
Both officers received subsequent training. No other details 
were listed in city records

2016 - 2020 Complaints to Lansing Police Department

Complaints by Year
2016 —	 Seven of 36 complaints were sustained. 
	 Six officers were named for misconduct.
2017 —	 Three of 29 complaints were sustained. 
	 Five officers were named for misconduct.
2018 —	 Five of 21 complaints were sustained. 
	 Two officers were named for misconduct.
2019 —	 One of 35 complaints was sustained. 
	 One officer was named for misconduct.
2020 —	 One of 18 complaints was sustained. 
	 One officer was named for misconduct.
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Z-8-2019, 5400 S. Cedar Street
Rezoning from “F” Commercial & “J” Parking Districts to “G-2” Wholesale District

 
The Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, October 12, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
during the regularly schedule City Council Meeting, via ZOOM Conferencing, Meeting ID 842 
3051 4841 for the purpose of considering:to consider Z-8-2019.  

This is a request by Amerco Real Estate Company to rezone approximately 9.38 acres of the 
property at 5400 S. Cedar Street from “F” Commercial & “J” Parking Districts to “G-2” Wholesale 
District, with conditions requiring certain site improvements and restricting the allowable uses.  
The purpose of the rezoning is to permit the property to be used for self-storage, U-Haul truck 
and trailer sharing and a moving and storage retail store. 

With Executive Order 2020-4, Governor Whitmer declared a statewide State of Emergency 
due to the spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). To mitigate the spread of COVID-19 
and to provide essential protections to vulnerable Michiganders and this State’s health care 
system and other critical infrastructure, it is crucial that all Michiganders take steps to-limit 
in-person contact, particularly in the context of large groups. Therefore, the public hearing will 
be conducted via audio/video conference.

The public hearing will be electronically in accordance with the Open Meetings Act in an effort 
to protect the health and safety of the public. Michigan Executive Order 2020-15 provides 
temporary authorization of remote participation in public meetings and hearings. Members 
of the public wishing to participate in the meeting may do so by logging into or calling into 
the meetings using the website https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84230514841 (Note: this option 
requires downloading Zoom software. If you have not already installed the software, this may 
take a few minutes) or by calling 646-876-9923 and entering Meeting ID: 842 3051 4841

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public 
Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 
48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/CMMC 
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk	      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope
     								        #20-220

cities to launch citizen-based review 
boards to provide some added over-
sight. National advocacy groups like 
the ACLU have also pressed for trans-
parency.

“It would 
require  a 
change in 
the  char-
ter, but we 
could have 
a n  e l e c t -
ed citizens 
commission 
c h a r g e d 
with look-
ing at every 
single com-
plaint that 
h a s  b e e n 
filed,” said 
Councilman Brandon Betz. “People 
who are affected by white supremacy 
need to have a final say in what’s going 
on.”

Council Vice President Adam 
Hussain labeled outcomes of recent 
police complaints “troubling.” “When 

we take a look 
at  improv-
ing our pub-
l i c  s a f e t y 
r e s p o n s e 
in Lansing, 
we have to 
include officer 
responsibility 
and methods 
of investigat-
ing c it izen 
complaints as 
part of that,” 
he added.

Schor said he’s “open” to the concept 
of a new citizen board, but only if the 
Council takes action as “part of larger 
internal reviews 
examining our 
current system 
to determine 
future changes.”

“I’m all ears 
on this, but the 
Board of Police 
Commissioners 
is  a  cit izen 
board. If we 
can strengthen 
their ability to 
hold individu-
als to account, 
it’s certainly something I’d be willing 

to entertain,” added Council President 
Peter Spadafore, who supports 
increased police oversight.

Research conducted by the ACLU 
shows that more than 75% of the 
nation’s largest cities, like Lansing, 
had adopted some type of police 
review board by 1997. Many, howev-
er, have been notoriously weak (and 
poorly funded) advisory bodies inca-
pable of conducting their own inves-
tigations or handing down any conse-
quences without consent of the police 
chief.

Their memberships can also car-
ry inherent bias. Many boards are 
entirely appointed by mayors or oth-
er elected officials, which only works 
to narrow separation from city police 
departments. Even elected boards 
can quickly become politicized and 
bogged down by partisan agendas — 
which can make it difficult for cities 
like Lansing to create something inde-
pendent of itself.

Betz would prefer to launch a new 
citizen board that operates inde-
pendently from Schor’s office with 
members elected directly by Lansing 
residents. Spitzley and Jackson share 
similar ideals. Spadafore said he’d 
rather enhance existing checks and 
balances within the current structure.

“I don’t know if there’s a way to 

create true independence,” Spitzley 
added. “Even if citizens are elected in 
some way, it becomes political. If it’s 
appointed, that can also come off as 
political. I’m supportive of anything 
we can do to add some transparency 
and accountability to the process.”

Spitzley said she and the City 
Council will continue to form plans 
to bolster police oversight through 
the Council’s newest Committee on 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion. Betz 
would prefer to dismantle the Police 
Department altogether, but also sup-
ports more oversight in the meantime.

“This is a conversation that we’ll 
need to continue to have regardless,” 
Betz added. “Even with a reimagined 
public safety force, there will still need 
to be oversight in that department, 
and the only way to do that is with a 
charter change and to create a truly 
independent commission.”

Jackson successfully pushed a bud-
get priority through the City Council 
this week that could also eventually 
lead to local cops’ carrying business 
cards that outline the citizen com-
plaint process. Jackson said his con-
cept, if approved by Schor’s office, 
would make the existing system vis-
ible.
— KYLE KAMINSKI
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putting up with us for Ten Years!

5525 S. Cedar 9AM-9PM

3205 W. Saginaw 9AM-Midnight

9927 Grand River Ave. Brighton
112 South main St. Leslie

CBD candy, lotions, pain creams, 
vape liquid tinctures, dog treats
kratom, kava, kanna, organics

disc golf, new mods, dime bags, detox
COME CHECK US OUT!

5525 S. Cedar 9AM-9PM 3205 W. Saginaw 9AM-Midnight

CONTEST

2020

VOTE FOR US!
Best Smoke Shop
Best Vape Shop

HALF 
OFF

1 Kratom Shot 
or 

Bag of 
Kratom 

Gummies

9927 Grand River Ave. Brighton

Salt Juice and 
Smok Mods

12-6 • Mon. thru Sat.

Visit us for 
Record Store Days:

Sept .26th and Oct. 24th

Best Record/
CD Store!

541 E. Grand River
East Lansing
(517) 351-0838
flatblackandcircular.com

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN



20	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • September 23, 2020

ARTS & CULTURE ART • BOOKS • FILM • MUSIC

CONTEST

2020

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
The boneyard chimes of a solo 

marimba floated over a grassy field at 
the Michigan State University Federal 
Credit Union headquarters as trucks 
whooshed by on nearby I-127. Knots of 
concertgoers settled their bodies into 
carefully spaced chalk circles and set-
tled their minds into the silent spaces 
between percussionist Matt Beck’s cav-
ernous tones. The sun dissolved into a 
veil of wildfire smoke drifting from the 
west.

The Lansing Symphony Orchestra’s 
chamber con-
cert last Tuesday, 
the first of two 
this fall, was a 
strange blend of 
isolation, com-
munity and a 

light haze of apocalypse perfectly suited 
to the times.

With the orchestra’s first two con-
certs of the 2020-21 season officially 
canceled, and more cancellations like-
ly to come, it was a thrill to regain live 
contact with LSO musicians, even if 
only a few at a time.

The first notes of the evening were 
delivered softly but hit hard. A plain-
tive brass quartet by Danish compos-

er Wilhelm Ramsöe broke a silence 
imposed by a deadly pandemic for over 
six months. 

The quartet’s widely spaced mem-
bers — Neil Mueller on trumpet, David 
Ammer on trumpet, Ava Ordman on 
trombone and Bryan Pokorney on bass 
trombone — sent tendrils of melody 
from their isolated chairs to embrace in 
the higher dimension of sound.

Beck, the marimba player, mesmer-
ized the audience with a beautiful and 
mysterious reading of music by Idaho-
based composer and percussionist 
Thom Hasenpflug. His carefully paced 
pauses gave each note time to resound 
and resolve into a dark bubble of sound 
that revolved in the hazy air for an 
unsettlingly long time. It was perfect 
pandemic music, a meditation on iso-
lation and the search for a song to fill 
the emptiness.

Maestro Timothy Muffitt, switching 
up his baton for an announcer’s micro-
phone, praised Beck for having the 
chutzpah to drag a marimba to the gig.

“He could have brought a tambou-
rine,” Muffitt said.

V i o l i n i s t s  E l i o t 
Heaton and Ran Cheng 
had an unfair advantage 
over the evening’s musi-
cians. Because they are 
married to each other, 
they didn’t have to dis-
tance and dove head-
long into a fascinating 
and complex serenade 
by Hungarian compos-
er Zoltan Kodaly, joined 
(at a distance) by viola 
player Samuel Koeppe.

The keenly focused 
duo shrugged off the 
weirdness of open spac-
es and masks and traffic 
noise and amplifica-
tion, imbuing the music 
with a supple tension 
that easily commanded 

the fields around them. Their take on 
the all-American “Appalachian Waltz” 
by fiddler-composer Mark O’Connor 
transformed the tended lawns and pre-
fab pond of the sprawling credit union 
campus into a warm valley of crystal 
clear mountain creeks and rock-strewn 
trails.

The brass quartet returned at the 
end of the evening, joined by Beck, to 
rap out a jaunty Renaissance dance 
by Claude Gervaise, by far the oldest 
music of the evening. The enduring 
appeal of brass ensembles — their glow 
of nobility and Salvation Army plucki-
ness — ended the gathering night with 
a warm, hopeful benediction. The jaun-
ty, rum-te-tum rusticity of Gervaise 
was a reminder that across the centu-
ries, and God knows how many wars, 
plagues and pandemics, music has not 
stopped rocking and rolling.

A second chamber concert is sched-
uled for Tuesday (Sept. 29), with most 
of the same players. (Beck will be 
swapped out for Brittany DeYoung on 
harp.) The concert is sold out, but there 
is a waiting list.

Beyond that, the Lansing Symphony’s 
future for 2020-21 is uncertain. The 
Oct. 9 and Nov. 7 MasterWorks con-
certs, along with the Nov. 22 Jazz Band 
extravaganza, are officially canceled. 
Courtney Millbrook, the orchestra’s 
executive director, said a decision will 
be made soon on concerts scheduled 
past November.

In the meantime, a newly formed 
ensemble, the Lansing Symphony 
Chamber Players, is preparing a series 
of concerts, without live audiences, that 
will be recorded and made available to 
LSO subscribers and donors.

Last week’s chamber concert was a 
merciless tease that forced the audi-
ence to imagine what it will sound like 
when all 80 or 90 musicians cram onto 
a stage and make a mighty noise again  
— but no one knows yet when that will 
be.

Over the summer, the LSO put 
together a “reopening task force” head-
ed by Karen Dichoza, LSO’s director of 
finance and operations, and maestro 
Timothy Muffitt. The group includes 
musicians, staff members and board 
members.

“In August, we agreed that there 
was still a lot we did not know, and 
that it was OK to wait and make deci-
sions about the rest of the season later,” 
Millbrook said.

Millbrook said the task force’s deci-
sions are based on current state pan-
demic rules and the advice of health offi-
cials, with input from the owners of the 
LSO’s various venues. (MSU’s Wharton 
Center, LCC’s Dart Auditorium, and 
local churches all host LSO concerts.)

“Small-audience indoor performanc-
es are under consideration for 2021,” 
Millbrook said. “Maybe even large 
audiences!  We really just do not know.”

Millbrook, Muffitt and the task force 
members are also tracking what other 
orchestras across the country are doing.

“Seven months ago, in February, we 
had 1,600 people attend our ‘Night 
at the Movies’ concert at Wharton 
Center,” Millbrook said. “All I can say 
is that seven months from now, in May, 
I sure would like to be back in the hall 
with the full orchestra.   We are doing 
everything we can to prepare for that 
or whatever version of that is going to 
be possible.”

Lansing Symphony 
Orchestra
Chamber Series
Sept. 29 sold out; 
To get on waiting list, 
call (517) 487-5001

Light haze of apocalypse
Lansing Symphony breaks 
six-month silence with live 
outdoor concerts

Lansing Symphony percussionist Matt Beck did a solo 
turn on marimba at last week's outdoor chamber 
concert.

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

The amplified music of several composers and periods wafted over the lawn 
outside the headquarters of the Michigan State University Federal Credit Union.

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse
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Favorite Things
Jo Shoup, who uses 

they/them pronouns, has 
an undying affection for 
Lansing’s dive-iest dive 
bar, Mac’s. Ever since they 
turned 21, the bar has felt 
like a home away from 
home. Mingling with other 
regulars, drinking cheap 
beer while cheesy movies 
play silently on the TV, 
reading the thousands of 
vulgar graffitied messages 
scrawled on the bar’s walls 
— Shoup wouldn’t trade it 
for the world. That’s why 
they consider Mac’s Bar 
their favorite thing. 

I moved to Lansing from St. Johns 
about three and a half years ago. It 
was pretty nerve-wracking. I didn’t 
really know many people in Lansing, 
except some friends that I made on 
Instagram. I can’t really remember 
the first time I went to Mac’s. 

If I remember correctly, the first 
time I went there was for my friend, 
Charlie’s, birthday. They had like this 
big party at their house. And they 
had just started working at Mac’s as 
a bartender, so we all went over there 
afterwards to continue partying. 

After I turned 21, I became a reg-
ular at Mac’s pretty quickly. I start-
ed going there every day. Like, I had 
been going there when I was younger. 
But that was for all ages shows and 
stuff like that. 

There’s this weird difference 
between Mac’s during the day and 
Mac’s at night. Different groups of 
people are there. I don’t know. It’s 
just two totally different vibes. I’m 
there during the day a lot because it’s 
less busy, and I get to just talk to the 

people I know. 
All the regulars at Mac’s are just 

one, big family. I can pretty much 
walk into Mac’s at any time — and 
during any day of the week — and see 
at least five different people I know 
sitting at the bar. Even when there’s 
something like a show going on, all 
the regulars will be stuffed into one 
corner mingling with some punk 
band playing in the background. It’s 
just so cozy and nice. It’s my home 
away from home, as corny as that 
sounds. 

Mac’s has a lot of little quirks, too, 
like the golden dumpster and the 
Mac’s cats. The cats are one of the 
best parts of Mac’s. I just like to stand 
on the porch and look at all the cats 
running around. People even set out 
food for them. 

When I realized that Mac’s was 
going to be shut down this year, I got 
really sad. I didn’t think it was going 
to be this long. I remember messag-
ing with another regular and telling 
them, “Oh, I’m sure I’ll see you soon.” 
But now it’s September, and I still 
haven’t gone back. It’s just so weird 
not being there every day. 

It’s tough to think of my absolute 
favorite Mac’s memory. I think my 
last night at Mac’s before everything 
closed down was pretty memorable. 
We didn’t even know it was going to 
be our last night there. We were just 
having fun, totally oblivious. 

We don’t have anything planned 
for when Mac’s reopens, but I’m sure 
all the regulars are going to go cra-
zy. During the first few months of 
quarantine, me and my friend picked 
out the outfits we were going to wear 
for when we can finally go back out. 
Now, we don’t even know when that’s 
going to happen. I still have the outfit 
memorized, but I might have to win-
terize it at this point. 

Jo Shoup and Mac’s BarBy COLE TUNNINGLEY
When the drudgery of 

working life is bringing 
you down, how do you 
relax? Hot bath? Netflix? 
Steve Charteris and 
Rachel Harper started 
Thread Inside, a hip new 
clothing line, in their 
downtime. Charteris 
works until 7:30 p.m. at 
his IT job, then comes 
home and immediate-
ly begins working on 
Thread Inside. Harper 
has a day job as a graph-
ic designer, then spends 
her nights coming up 
with new designs and promoting the 
clothing line on 
social media. 

“We had been 
talking about 
working togeth-
er for a few 
years,” Charteris 
said. 

C h a r t e r i s 
and Harper 
first collaborat-
ed on a design 
for a Planned 
P a r e n t h o o d 
fundraiser at 
Mac’s Bar — 
a Pabst Blue 
Ribbon can 
that says “Pap 
Smear” on it. 
“We captured 
this overlap of 
groups of peo-
ple who like 
Pa b s t  B l u e 
Ribbon and also care about reproduc-
tive rights,” Charteris said. “We got both 
of those in one with that design.”

The community responded well to 
the design. They sold posters, stickers 
and shirts at Mac’s Monday Comedy 
Nights. “That was the first time we real-
ized that we work well together on this 
kind of stuff,” Harper said. 

Charteris and Harper went on a road 
trip this summer. Spending so much 
time together on the road — engaging 
in long conversations while crossing 
the country — led to the inception of 
Thread Inside. They both felt that their 
skills and their creativity were going to 
waste. “It sort of sparked something 
inside us,” Harper said. “We thought 
that maybe we should be creating stuff 
together.” 

 “We were sick of using our talents to 
make other people money. So, we want-
ed to figure out a way to use our talents 
for ourselves,” Charteris added.

Harper uses her graphic design 
prowess to create their designs, while 
Charteris takes care of the business and 
tech side of things. Both of them collab-
orate on marketing. Harper promotes 
the clothing line on social media, and 
Charteris writes the copy for their web-
site.

They managed to take the skills that 
they use at their day jobs to kick off a 
successful side hustle. According to 
them, Thread Inside is a passion proj-
ect. They said they enjoy it so much that 
it doesn’t even feel like work. 

“We either don’t care at all, or we 
care way too much. Our stuff is pret-
ty sarcastic in nature,” Charteris said. 
One Thread Inside crewneck sweatshirt 
plays on the word “normcore,” a fashion 
style that involves wearing deliberately 
bland clothing. The sweatshirt shows 
Nermal — Garfield the Cat’s archnem-
esis — wearing dorky glasses and a 
collared shirt. Beneath him, it reads, 
“Nermcore.”

That’s just one of the many play-
ful designs that Charteris and Harper 
dreamed up. 

“I texted Rachel the idea: It’s Nermal 
but it says ‘Nermcore,’” laughed 
Charteris. “That’s it.”

They share a Google Doc for coming 
up with ideas. A lot of the time, Charteris 
and Harper come up with new designs 
while they’re just goofing around or 
talking about nothing. “Sometimes, we 
come up with stuff while I’m screw-
ing around in Illustrator or Procreate, 
sketching out random ideas,” Harper 
said. “It’s kind of just like throwing spa-
ghetti at the wall and seeing what sticks. 
When an idea and a design both click, 
we end up producing it and putting it 
up in the shop.”

Thread Inside isn’t inspired by any 
particular fashion brand or aesthetic. 
Charteris said that they’re simply trying 
to make apparel that his friends would 
want to buy. They both felt that there 

Thread Inside: Locally produced 
clothing for the chronically sarcastic

Courtesy photo

Models posing in Thread Inside apparel.

Charteris

Harper

See Thread, Page 22  

Jo Shoup (pink hair, center-right) posing with 
a group of Mac's Bar regulars at a Peppa Pig 
themed birthday party.

Jo Shoup, right, enjoying a Peppa 
Pig themed birthday party at Mac's 
Bar.
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Bazonzoes \lvas established in 2010 \IVith their 
original location in Southeast ��ichigan. l\lo\lv 
Bazonzoes is e}(cited to announce that they 
have e}(panded into the greater Lansing area, 
and are looking to be voted Top Of The To\lvn 
2020! \IVith 10+ years of e}(perience, 
Bazonzoes Provisioning Center offers a 
clean, professional �� \1Velcon1ing 
environn,ent. \/Ve invite everyone to con,e 
check out our ne\lvly renovated provisioning 
center! \/Ve guarantee to fulfill your 
111edicinal and recreation needs. First tin,e 
patients receive 20% off their first order. \/Ve 
have an a\lveson,e top of the line CBD section, 
TONS OF COOL GLASS�� ��lJCI-I ��Ol�E TO SEE. 
Con,e e}(perience Bazonzoes today and see 
\IVhat all the hype is about! 

2101 W. WILLOW ST. (517) 273-3000 
Online Orders: Bazonzoes.biz 
Curbside Pick-Up Available! 

Vote For Us On 
Lansing City Pulse! 
Best Provisioning Center 
Best Budtender 
Best New Business 
Best Place To Work 
Best Indica 
Best Sativa 
Best Edible 
Best Concentrate 
Best Place to Buy CBD 

WWillowSt 

ijj 
Map data ©2020 
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nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE
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Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

By KYLE KAMINSKI
Every week, I’m convinced that I’ve 

tried it all. And every week, I contin-
ue to find new marijuana products — 
on both the recreational and medical 
menus — at pot shops across Lansing. 
So far, I’ve sampled dozens of types 
of flower, concentrates, vaporizer car-
tridges, edibles and tinctures. This 
week, we delve into the stoney world of 
transdermal THC patches and canna-
bis crystals. 
Common Citizen — 
Diamond Dust Kief
Price — $30/1g
THC content 
— 38.71%

The bot-
tom of the 
grinder is 
h a l l o w e d 
ground for 
most smok-
e r s .  T h e 
small pile of green-ish crystals that 
forms after grinding up an ounce is 
usually something reserved for a special 
occasion — gently sprinkling a bit on 
top of a bowl, or mixing it into a joint 
for an extra kick.

For the uninitiated, these powdery 
diamonds (commonly called kief or 
keef ) are what give potent buds their 
crystalline shine. They’re also the most 
potent part of the trichome, contain-
ing the highest percentages of canna-
binoids and terpenoids — and also the 
highest THC percentages. 

So, you can imagine my red-eyed 

delight when I saw Homegrown had 
straight kief on the menu with a whop-
ping 38% THC. It’s also packed full of 
myrcene, the terpene that gives some 
strains their peppery, spicy fragrance 
that’s also heavily expressed in other 
plants like lemongrass. 

The thumbnail-sized jar for $30 is 
disappointingly small, but don’t be 
deterred: A little pinch can go a long 
way. I used mine like frosting on a cake 
to jazz up bowls and joints for a whole 
week. 

The taste, as expected, was smooth, 
citrusy and very clean. My usual plug 
doesn’t have the best flower available 
over the summer months, but this kief 
can easily amp up skunk to dank. It’s 
also great for conservation: One kief 
joint easily matches the potency of two 
normal spliffs. 

And the best part: The kief chamber 
in my grinder is still filled to the brim 
for another weekend.
Mary’s Medicinals — 
Transdermal THC Patch (Sativa)
Price — $12/patch
THC content — 20 mg

Disclaimer: This patch is not 
designed to get you high like other 
marijuana products. Instead, these 
transdermal patches are tailored more 
toward the patient community to better 
assist those who still need the medical 
benefits of THC but can’t necessarily 
smoke or use other products.

This marijuana Band-Aid is enriched 

with terpenes and 
carries an excep-
tionally low lev-
el of THC that’s 
absorbed through 
the body for up 
to 12 hours. As a 
result, the intense 
psychoactive high 

associated with standard flower, tinc-
tures and edibles is almost nonexistent. 

That can be welcomed news for 
patients who have trouble smoking or 
would simply rather avoid the sedating 
effects of edibles, but for an everyday 
smoker like me, it was just a waste of 
$12.

The directions suggest the patch is 
most effective on a venous part of the 
body like the top of the foot or the 
inside of the wrist. Mine stayed secure-
ly attached to my wrist all day long. I 
didn’t feel much of anything except 
for mild relaxation — which was likely 

entirely a placebo effect.
That being said, I can imagine the 

discreet nature of these patches and 
their slow THC release would be a great 
option for those hesitant but curious to 
get involved with the legalized marijua-
na scene. Research shows these patches 
tend to work great for patients who still 
want whole-body pain relief but must 
also remain lucid (without paranoia 
and munchies) at work.

For now, these patches are still on the 
recreational menu at Homegrown but 
otherwise remain a medical product at 
most local shops, making now a great 
time to try it out without a prescription. 

Kyle Kaminski is a City Pulse staff 
writer and cannabis enthusiast who 
has been smoking marijauna just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Every week, Kaminski samples some 
of the best cannabis products available 
in Greater Lansing, gets real high and 
writes about them. 

Don’t wait on your grinder. Buy a jar of straight-up kief.
Going beyond bud with 
transdermal patches and 
cannabis crystals

Lansterdam in 
Review: Homegrown 
Cannabis Co.
5025 S. Pennsylvania Avenue
Lansing
(517) 708-7729
hgcannabisco.com

weren’t enough options for people like 
them. With Thread Inside, Charteris 
and Harper wanted to give people 
choices beyond your typical band tees 
or t-shirts emblazoned with corporate 
logos. 

“We want to find these niches. Like we 
have a rainbow Dungeons and Dragons 
dice design,” Harper said. “There are a 
lot of nerds out there that play DnD. 
But how many shirts can you find that 
will make a nod to the LGBTQ commu-
nity and the nerds?” 

Charteris emphasized that Thread 
Inside only prints on high-quality, soft 
fabric. Though it costs a bit more, he 
said that it’s worth it because comfort-
able t-shirts will draw in more custom-
ers than, for example, an itchy, cheap 
Gildan brand shirt. 

Thread Inside doesn’t only offer tees 
and sweatshirts. They also sell beanies, 
tote bags, and prints. The most recent 
addition to their online shop is a pink 
fanny pack covered in cartoon bongs.

“I see us doing this for quite a while,” 
Harper said. “It’s a really fun side hus-
tle. When I’m just sketching random 
ideas that Steve has, it doesn’t feel like 
work. And the parts of this that feel like 
work aren’t bothersome.”

Thread
from page 21
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FLIBBERTIGIBBETY WORDS
Virtual Storytime

September 26 · 11am

Gather around little Shakespeares! 
Author Donna Guthrie is visiting us 
virtually to share her new picture book 
all about some flibbertigibbety words 
and how young Shakespeare caught 
them! Tune in on Facebook!

THE GOOD FIGHT 
With Jana Kramer & Mike Caussin

September 24 · 7pm

Award-winning country music star Jana 
Kramer and husband former NFL player 
Mike Caussin join us virtually to share 
their new book “The Good Fight.” 
Purchase of the book is required to 
attend the event and is ordered through
kramercaussin.eventbrite.com

ALL THE WAYS TO SHOP
Whatever is most comfortable for 
you, we’ll meet you there with a 

book, and a smile.

Shop in store, order ahead for curbside 
pick-up (call 517.349.8840) or

ship to home with an online order at 
SchulerBooks.com.

Store Hours:
10am-7pm Mon–Sat,
11am-6pm Sundays

REGISTER FOR VIRTUAL EVENTS ON 
OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE:

Facebook.com/SchulerBooks
SchulerBooks.com/Event

Meridian Mall · Okemos

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. 
332-0112 s We validate parking

For online store and GoFundMe links,
go to curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 12-5
332-8444 s Free Parking.  Email us at

 thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

We have books you always 
wanted but never knew existed!

Quality Used Books at Great Prices!

Find us on Facebook!

By BILL CASTANIER
In his 50-year career in media and 

politics, W. Edward Wendover has 
tilted at his fair share of windmills. 
His outspoken approach to life, which 
is sometimes also brash and cynical, 
is taken to another level in his new 
career as a mystery writer.

His latest mystery, “Murder by 
Lansing Kool-Aid,” is a murder-
ous romp through the Michigan 
Legislature, or at least the Democratic 
House, where Wendover was the 
chief of staff for Mike Huckleberry, 
D-Greenville.

The “Kool-Aid” Wendover refers to 
in the title is a magic elixir that people 
running for office receive and quickly 
find themselves addicted to.

The first legislator to be murdered 
is Speaker of the House Andy Dillon, 
D-Redford, who is stabbed to death in 
the dome infrastructure of the Capitol. 
“He has a good sense of humor and will 
get a kick out of it,” Wendover said. 

Then, Huckleberry, the heir appar-
ent, is found dead in his office after a 
particularly gruesome murder. Finally, 
George Cushingberry is struck down 
by a racing automobile and left in crit-
ical condition.

“I took the Huckleberry job as 
a favor to an old political friend,” 
Wendover, who began working in the 
State Capitol in 2009, said. “As soon 
as I got there and saw the bullshit, I 
knew it would be a great setting for a 
murder mystery.”

Throughout the book, Wendover 
uses the real names of people he 
encountered while on the job; most 
are used in pure fun. You will find the 
names of his friends, such as former 
Department of Education lobbyist 
Roberta Stanley, Capitol tour guide 
chief Matt Van Acker‚ who discovers 
the first body, which is that of for-
mer Lansing state representative Joan 
Bauer, followed by a plethora of lob-
byists including Jim Byrum and Pat 
Goggin of the Dow Chemical Co.

Wendover’s writing shows he is not 
fond of lobbyists who spend lavishly to 
influence legislation. In the book, he 
blames term limits for “speeding up 
politicians’ theft and self-aggrandize-
ment and giving more oomph to paid 
multi-client lobbyists.”

“Murder by Kool-Aid” is the third 
book in what Wendover has called his 
Prepositional Murder series. The oth-
er two are “Murder at the Penniman 
Deli” and “Murder on Fogo Island,” 

which both have a preposition in the 
title.

Strange? “Nah, Sue Grafton has an 
alphabet series, so why not preposi-
tions?” he said.

In “Murder by Kool-Aid,” Wendover 
focuses on a number of Lansing-area 
bars that serve as getaways for legisla-
tive staff and lobbyists. Among them 
are Harry’s, Dagwood’s, the Unicorn 
Bar and Kelly’s Irish Pub. In keeping 
with tradition, Wendover includes 20 
recipes for popular local food choic-
es, including the mac and cheese 
from Kelly’s and the bean soup from 
Dagwood’s.

The author gives a special heads up 
to the prime rib at the former Jim’s 
Tiffany Lounge, which brought togeth-
er journalists and politicians. Known 
as a “good pour bar,” Jim’s hosted 

local members of the nation-
al journalism society, Sigma 
Delta Chi in a small upstairs 
meeting room. Meanwhile, 
downstairs lobbyists expensed 
prime rib dinners for legisla-
tors.

If there is a sympathetic 
protagonist in “Murder by 
Kool-Aid,” it is Ted Roby, an 
inspector with the Michigan 
State Police who proves to be 
a dogged investigator.

I spoke with Wendover, 
newly widowed, about his 
mystery novel career from 
Munising, where he is con-
tinuing the bucket list tour he 
began with his wife Sally. He 
is on his own now, but is tick-
ing off the sites as he travels 
the United States.

“We had four years together 
we weren’t supposed to have,” 
he said.

For the tour, he and Sally had a die-
sel bus tricked out with a cabin-like 
atmosphere. They nicknamed it the 
Old Age Home for Hippies.

“When we bought it at an auction 
it had 6,000 miles on it, and it’s now 
running with over 44,000 miles,” he 
said.

For his book “Murder at the 
Penniman Deli,” Wendover drew heav-
ily on his experience as the founder 
and owner of the Plymouth-Canton 
Community Crier, which he ran for 
26 years. At the Crier, he trained a 
lot of “cub reporters,” including Hank 
Meijer, now CEO of Meijer.

The author calls the new book “a 
fun spoof ” produced with “101 percent 
alternative facts.”

Wendover said as soon as he saw 

Fogo Island, he knew it would be a 
great location for a locked-down mur-
der mystery and began taking notes 
immediately. He knew he had hit a 
homerun when the guide who picked 
them up at the airport was also the 
justice of peace.

Both books, “Murder on Fogo 
Island” and “Murder by Lansing Kool-
Aid,” are available on Amazon and will 
soon be rereleased with special edi-
tions. 

Wendover’s approach to writing 
mysteries may be a bit unusual, but 
pure mystery readers will appreciate 
his in-depth knowledge of mystery 
authors and the genre as a whole.

Michigan politics satirized by new murder mystery novel
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4 15 years as 
Ingham 
County  
Assistant 
Prosecutor 
(special 
victims and 
family court)

4 2016 recipient of Civilian Citations 
from the Lansing  
Police Department for his work 
fighting child abuse

4 Graduate of MSU and MSU  
Law School

4 Youth coach, husband, and father

PAID FOR BY COMMITTEE TO ELECT STEVE KWASNIK 
FOR 30TH CIRCUIT JUDGE

1302 Fair Oaks Ct., East Lansing, MI 48823

To support the candidate that’s fighting  
for families, vote for Steve Kwasnik for  
Ingham County Circuit Court Judge  
by Absentee Ballot, or at the polls  

on November 3rd! 

kwasnikforkids.com 

for 30th  
CIRCUIT COURT

Having worked with Steve Kwasnik as a 
practicing attorney, I have known him to be 

prepared, knowledgeable, open minded and fair. 
Combine these qualities with his unmatchable 

years of experience, there is no doubt that Steve 
will serve the people and families well as your 
next Ingham County Circuit Court Judge.  

— JULIE O’NEILL,  
56-A District Court Judge

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION

EFFECTIVE
MEDIATION

By DAVID WINKELSTERN
“There are so many people who are 

absolutely unaware of this piece of his-
tory,” Jane Falion said.  

With her original play, “An Act of 
Madness: The Bath 
School Bombing,” 
Falion has been 
enlightening audi-
ences about the 1927 
attack on the Bath 
Consolidated School. 
The tragedy that took 
the lives of 38 children 

remains the United State’s deadliest 
school massacre.

At 8 p.m. Oct. 3, “Madness” will be 
performed live on Riverwalk Theatre’s 
Facebook page. The one-time Zoom 
production is free to watch. The pre-
sentation will eventually appear on 
R i v e r w a l k ’s 
YouTube site.

Falion is an 
a w a r d - w i n -
ning director 
with over 30 
years of expe-
rience.  She 
s t a r t e d  i n 
theater in her 
hometown of 
Huntington, 
New York. Falion has a theater degree 
from Taylor University in Indiana and 
a master’s degree in education from 
Michigan State University.  She taught 
theater, speech and English at Lansing’s 
Everett High School from 1993 to 2005.

Falion has written two other plays, 
“Murder at Locker 069” and “The 
Gales of November.”  She has directed 
more than 40 productions, including 
“The Rothschilds,” “Damn Yankees,” 
“Grease,” “Little Shop of Horrors” and 
“The Robber Bridegroom.” Falion is 
also a jewelry maker and artist who 
sells illustrated maps on her online Etsy 
store. 

“I was incredibly nervous about this 
show,” Falion admitted. “This event still 
impacts Bath families, and I wanted to 
do it justice and get it absolutely right.”

A pair of bombings by Andrew Kehoe 
on a fateful day in May also took the 
lives of five adults and himself.  Kehoe 
also murdered his wife and blew up his 
Bath Township farm.  Unhappy with 
increased property taxes to pay for the 
new school, Kehoe placed explosives 
under the floors of both wings of the 

building. The south wing failed to det-
onate.

The north wing was destroyed by a 
blast that killed 36 children and two 
teachers; another child died months 
later.  Moments afterward, Kehoe drove 
his truck — loaded with metal debris 
piled on top of dynamite — to the site.  
When he blew the truck up, Kehoe, 
the school superintendent, two other 
adults, and a child who escaped the ini-
tial blast, were killed.

In the mid-’90s, Falion read a copy of 
Grant Parker’s book about the massa-
cre, “Mayday.”  

“I was captivated by the story, 
obsessed you might say, and I wanted 
to know more,” she said.  

Falion visited Bath and the Bath 
Museum. At a local pharmacy, she 
bought a copy of M. J. Ellsworth’s, “The 
Bath School Disaster.” Falion contin-
ued her research by visiting cemeteries 
where victims were buried and read 
the plaques and memorial marker in 
the park where the school once stood.  
“It was a story that stayed with me for 
years,” she said.

The first version of “Madness” was 
drafted as a multiple for the Michigan 
Interscholastic Forensics Association’s 
2003-2004 season. It went on to state-
wide competition; Falion was a foren-
sics coach at Everett at the time. 

A MIFA multiple is a bare-bones for-
mat with no costumes, only 3 to 8 actors 
and a 15-minute running time. The style 

is similar to the quick plays presented at 
Lansing’s Renegade Theatre Festival. In 
2009, a reworked “Madness” was pre-
sented twice at Renegade in Old Town 
to sell-out crowds. 

Falion said the confines of Zoom 
make the play perfect for the age of the 
pandemic.

“The text of the show remains almost 
the same,” Falion added. “But the 
rehearsal and performance is very dif-
ferent.”

Matt Ottinger supplies sound effects 
and Cody Skalmowski helps with tech 
concerns.  Michele Booher is the stage 
manager. “The technical staff report to 
her,” Falion said. “She keeps me sane.”

Some lines for the 30-minute 
Facebook presentation have been short-
ened or cut. There will be times actors 
will handle or split lines said in past 
shows by a larger cast. Falion said she 
misses the personal and physical con-
nection with actors.

Falion invited actors that she previ-
ously worked with. “I scored an awe-
somely talented cast,” she said. Actors 
include Mark Bethea, Racheal Raymer, 
Brian Farnham, Ben Houlzhausen and 
Meghan and Adam Woolsey. Adam 
Woolsey won a City Pulse Pulsar Award 
for Best Actor in two musicals this past 
summer. 

“They are very familiar with the 
unique delivery and performance style 
that’s needed here to move the story and 
heighten the drama,” Falion said. “It’s 
what drives he show.”

Riverwalk Theatre commemorates school bombing
One-time performance 
streams via Facebook Live

“Madness”
Free
Oct. 3, 8 p.m.
Watch live 
on Riverwalk 
Theatre’s 
Facebook Page
facebook.com/
riverwalktheatre

Courtesy

Jane Falion's "An Act of Madness: The 
Bath School Massacre" will be per-
formed by Riverwalk Theatre live via 
Zoom on Oct. 3.

Falion

CONTEST

2020

VOTE NOW

2020

TOP OF THE TOWN

lansingcitypulse.com
Voting ends Sept. 29!
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Customer Reviews

Store Hours
Monday – Saturday 8 AM – 8 PM | Sunday 10 AM – 6 PM

The best staff and quality equipment at affordable prices

“Very knowledgeable 
and courteous employees. 

Fair and  
competitive prices.”

~John Smith

“Great store.  
Employees were the best.

Support your 
local businesses”

~Steve Serr

“Friendly staff, always 
someone to help you 
without being pushy. 

Great selection, prompt 
service and delivery.”

~Anthony Bahm

GILBERTS DEWITT 
HARDWARE  
(517)669-1200 

12900 Old US 27 Dewitt, MI 48820 
GilbertsHardware.DoItBest.com

SPEND $25 GET $5OFF

Gilberts 
Hardware Store

• Paint • Hardware • Lawn & Garden •
• Equipment Rentals •

CHECK OUT OUR 
GRILL LAYAWAY 

PROGRAM!

Beautiful 
blooms

MUMS
ARE HERE!

Layaway for 
4 months
Put the Grill 

under the tree!

Layaway for 
8 months

Get a New Grill 
By Memorial Day!

VOTE FOR GILBERTS
BEST HARDWARE STORE!

CONTEST

2020

YETI®

coolers and 
accessories!

We are proud to carry

Tell Everybody Why You Love Shopping With Us!
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No News Is Bad News
In times of 
uncertainty, rest 
assured that as 
your community 
newspaper, we are 
working hard with 
official resources to keep you 
informed and up to date on 
the issues and developments 
that matter most to you.

Keep the news 
coming by supporting 

City Pulse

Please contribute to the 
City Pulse Fund for 

Community Journalism

To contribute 
by credit card, go to 

lansingcitypulse.com 
and click on the banner ad 

at the top of the page
Call (517) 999-6704

Mail a check made out to: 
City Pulse Fund

1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 
48912

All donations are tax deductible. 
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©2019 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)	           Answers Page 31

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

"Battle of the 
Alternative Bands"-
-predictions on who 
would win. [#464, 
Apr. 2010]
By Matt Jones

Across
1 Maggie Gyllenhaal's 
brother
5 Tallahassee's st.
8 Earthy yellow shade
13 Fix text
14 "___ Boot"
15 Weasel out (on)
16 "You'd think Band A 
would hold up, but it's 
flimsy. Band B wins"
19 Like some computer 
errors
20 Blood type for just 
over 6% of the U.S. pop.
21 They follow B
22 Unable to work, 
perhaps
24 CPR pro
26 Comp. storage sites
27 Forever, it seems
31 "Charter" tree
33 Diamond Head locale
35 "Band B wins, since 
Band A only has a 
tolerance for booze"
39 Wash against, as the 
shore
40 Cutesy-___
41 Four Holy Roman 
Emperors
43 "Drop Band A on 
Band B? Band B wins, no 
contest"
46 1920s design style
47 Suffix for orange or 
lemon
48 Gaelic tongue
49 "Ben-___" (movie 
classic)
51 Shaker ___, OH
53 Furthest degree
55 Fertile Crescent locale
57 Golfer Aoki
59 Did some diamond 

inspecting?
64 "Band B wins, because 
it's pointy and doesn't 
digest well"
67 Early actress Langtry
68 Dir. opp. WNW
69 "Scientific American 
Frontiers" host Alan
70 Didn't dine out
71 "Slippery When ___" 
(Bon Jovi album)
72 Spotted

Down
1 Constantly napping 
member of The Wiggles
2 Song from Sarah 
McLachlan's "Surfacing"
3 Highland Games garb
4 "At Last" blues singer 
___ James
5 Prez on the dime
6 Kitschy '70s plug-ins
7 Part of AARP
8 "___ the fields we go ..."

9 "Mad Money" network
10 Job search insider
11 Spurred (on)
12 Hull wreckers
15 Stringy cleaner
17 Footballer Manning
18 "Isn't that something?"
23 ___ Lobos
25 California/Nevada 
attraction
27 The whole thing
28 Burrito add-on, for 
short
29 Fashionable sandal
30 Drive-thru drink with a 
plastic dome
32 Villainous surname in 
the Super Mario Bros. 
series
34 Request to the dealer
36 Manufacturer of 
electronics for kids
37 What automobile 
interiors may drown out
38 Geologic time periods

42 Sault ___ Marie Canals
44 Candle type
45 He might heal your 
hamster
49 "Se ___ espaÒol"
50 "___ wisely"
52 Reptilian warning
54 Clueless response
56 Obesity drug Orlistat, 
over the counter
58 Not too many
60 Business degs.
61 Stripper's fixture
62 "The Neverending 
Story" author Michael
63 Jimmy of meat 
products
65 Half of an eternal 
balance
66 Movie studio filming 
site

SUDOKU						      Intermediate

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 31

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny     September 23 - 29, 2020

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): "It takes a lot of 
courage to be the same person on the outside 
that you are on the inside." Author Barbara De 
Angelis made that observation. I offer it up to you 
as a fun challenge. During the coming weeks, you 
may be strongly tempted to be different on the 
outside than you are on the inside. On the other 
hand, you'll have the necessary insight and valor to 
remain unified. In fact, you may ultimately create 
more congruence between your inside and outside 
than you have in a long time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): "People who 
deny the existence of dragons are often eaten 
by dragons. From within." Fantasy author Ursula 
K. Le Guin made that observation, and now I'm 
conveying it to you just in time for the season 
when you'll need it most. Please note that I am 
*not* predicting you'll be devoured by dragons 
from within. In offering you this oracle, my hope 
is that you will: 1. acknowledge the existence of 
metaphorical dragons; 2. locate where they hang 
out in your inner realms; 3. study them and get to 
know them better; 4. devise a strategy for dealing 
with them safely.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): "Don't let them 
tame you," advised flamboyant Gemini dancer 
Isadora Duncan. Who did she mean by "them"? The 
mainstream critics, who might have wished she 
cultivated a less maverick style? Her managers 
and handlers, who may have wanted her to tone 
herself down so she could earn maximum amounts 
of money? Her friends, who cringed when she did 
things like dancing on a table wearing an evening 
dress at a party? In accordance with astrological 
omens, Gemini, I invite you to take a survey of what 
influences might wish you were more docile, mild, 
or manageable. And then meditate on how you 
could consistently express the healthiest kind of 
wildness.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In the Yoruba 
religion of *Ifà*, the English word "heart" has two 
different meanings and words. So says Yoruba 
priest Awó Falokun Fatunmbi. The first heart is 
the organ that pumps blood through our bodies. 
It's called *okàn*. Within the *okàn* is the second 
heart: a power center that regulates the flow 
of emotions. It's called *ègbè*. I believe your 
*ègbè* will be exceptionally strong and clear and 
generous in the coming weeks, Cancerian. Your 
capacity to feel deeply and truly will be a gift to all 
those with whom you share it. It will also have the 
potential to enhance your appreciation for your 
own mysterious life. Wield your *ègbè* with glee 
and panache!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Ancient Greek 
philosopher Plato observed, "Do not train children 
to learn by force or harshness; but direct them 
to what amuses their minds, so that you may be 
better able to discover with accuracy the peculiar 
bent of the genius of each." The same principle 
applies to all of us adults who are committed to 
the goal of life-long learning. And according to my 
astrological analysis, it will be especially useful for 
you Leos to keep in mind during the coming weeks. 
It's time to energize your education! And here's 
the best way to gather the new teachings that are 
important for you to know: Follow what amuses 
your mind.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Christian author 
Frederick Buechner writes, "We are commanded 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, and I believe 
that to love ourselves means to extend to those 
various selves that we have been along the way 
the same degree of compassion and concern that 
we would extend to anyone else." Let's make his 
thought your keynote for the next two weeks. Now 
is an excellent time to take a journey through your 
past to visit all the other people you have been. As 
you do attend to this poignant work, be generous 
with each of your old selves. Forgive them for their 
errors and praise their beauty. Tell them how much 
you love them. Thank them for how they have made 
possible the life you're living now.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Seventy-nine-year-old 
Libran poet Robert Pinsky has had a triumphant 
life. He has published 19 books, including his own 
poems and essays, as well as translations of Italian 
and Polish poetry. For four years he served as the 
United States Poet Laureate. To what factors does 
he attribute his success? Here's one: "Whatever 
makes a child want to glue macaroni on a paper 
has always been strong in me," he testifies. He's 
referring to the primitive arts-and-crafts projects 
he enjoyed while growing up. In accordance with 
astrological omens, I encourage you, too, to get in 
touch and commune with the primal roots of the 
things you love to do. Reconnect with the original 
expressions of your passion for life.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): "A single ego is 
an absurdly narrow vantage point from which to 
view the world," wrote occultist Aleister Crowley. 
Author Gore Vidal agreed, saying, "Since no one 
can ever know for certain whether or not his 
own view of life is the correct one, it is absolutely 
impossible for him to know if someone else's is the 
wrong one." All of us can perpetually benefit from 
this counsel. And it will be especially healthy for 
you to heed during the next four weeks. Humility 
will be a superpower. Blessings will flow your way 
if you don't need to be right all the time. As you 
refrain from regarding your own opinions as God's 
holy decrees, you will generate good fortune for 
yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): "It's a rare 
gift, to know where you need to be, before you've 
been to all the places you don't need to be." Author 
Ursula K. Le Guin wrote that. I'm passing it on 
to you because I suspect you now possess the 
power to claim this rare gift. In the coming days, 
you don't have to engage in endless evaluations of 
the numerous possibilities. You don't have to risk 
falling victim to overthinking. Your clear, strong gut 
hunches will tell you exactly where you need to be 
and how to get there.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Novelist Henry 
Miller was in many ways a quintessential Capricorn. 
He described himself as being "in love with love, 
always in search of the absolute, always seeking 
the unattainable." Feelings like those are why your 
astrological symbol is the mountain goat that's 
always climbing higher, questing toward the next 
pinnacle. At your best, you're determined to keep 
striving for the brightest, the strongest, the truest. 
Sometimes you overdo this admirable imperative, 
but mostly it's a beautiful quality. You are hereby 
authorized to express it with maximum wisdom 
and eagerness in the coming weeks.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): "Go catch a falling 
star," wrote poet John Donne (1572–1631) in his 
poem "Song." "Tell me who cleft the Devil's foot," 
he went on to say. "Teach me to hear the mermaids 
singing." He wasn't being literal, but rather was 
indulging in poetic fancy to stretch his readers' 
imaginations. I'm offering you the spirit of Donne's 
poem, Aquarius, because you're ripe to transcend 
your limited notions about what's plausible and 
implausible. If you allow yourself to get extravagant 
and unruly in your fantasies, you may crack 
through shrunken expectations and break into a 
spacious realm of novel possibilities.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): I don't suggest you 
indulge daringly in sensual pleasures, cathartic 
exchanges of energy, and intoxicating pursuits of 
relief and release. The pandemic mandates us to 
be cautious about engaging in unmitigated bliss—
even though the astrological omens suggest that if 
now were a normal time, such activities would be 
well worth focusing on. How can you resolve this 
dilemma? Possibilities: 1. Experiment zestfully with 
your live-in steady or spouse. 2. Get a COVID-19 
test with a potential playmate, and if you both test 
negative, celebrate boisterously. 2. Round up a 
dazzler with whom you can generate rapture via 
Zoom. 3. Fantasize about delightfully gracious 
debauchery. 4. Go solo.
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The year was 1968, and guitarist/
vocalist Duane King was fresh off 
a tour of duty in Vietnam, where 
he spent ample time in the hostile 
Demilitarized Zone. With the war 
behind him, he aimed to start a 
new life.

“I came home from the war and 
tried to acclimate myself to not 
being in the jungle,” King told me in 
2013. “It was harder than I thought 
it was going to be. I thought I was 
going to die over there. When I 
did come home, I was pleasantly 
shocked. I was in a daze for a few 
months, then I finally decided I had 
to do something.” 

That’s when King and his broth-
er Nick (a bassist) moved from 
Cheboygan to Lansing. The two 
spent time jamming with a band 
called The Next Exit, but soon they 
rebranded as Magic. The soulful 
progressive rock band, which also 
comprised drummer Gary Harger, 
lead guitarist Mike Motz and organ-
ist Clyde Hamilton, released its 
debut: a 1969 self-pressed single.

Soon after, Motz left the band and 
Florida-native Joey Murcia joined 
on the band. Murcia was a session 
musician for TK Records in Miami, 
so the band left Lansing en route 
for Miami to record its first proper 
LP, “Enclosed.” The original record, 
released in the summer of ’69 on 
its own Armadillo Records imprint, 

now sells online for over $225. 
Songs like “You Must Believe She’s 
Gone” present a strange brew of 
blue-eyed soul and psychedelic 
rock — a sound fitting for the radi-
cally changing times. 

After a year in Miami, the deal 
with TK Records fizzled and Magic 
returned to Lansing in search of a 
new label. By the summer of 1970, 
the group signed with Rare Earth, 
a Motown subsidiary and released 
its second (and final) LP. The disc 
was well received and even fea-
tured Stevie Wonder playing keys 
on a few tracks. At the time of its 
release, Billboard Magazine gave 
the jovial record a positive review, 
stating: 

“There is funk, balladry, soul, rock 
and acid here for the asking. Magic 
is across the board and should 
receive heavy airplay at pop sta-
tions across the country.”

The band may have never hit 
nationally, but today the group has 
earned a cult following. Original 
pressings of its 1971 album to sell 
for over $130. Beyond that, due to 
demand, both of its albums have 
been reissued multiple times over 
the years. 

While Magic disbanded in fall of 
1972, prior to that, the group played 
countless trippy shows across Mid-
Michigan during its fruitful life-
time. King said outdoor shows in 

East Lansing were always heavily 
attended and a blast to perform at. 

“They’d have an antiwar protest in 
the park and they’d ask us to play,” 
King said. “These were unpaid gigs, 
but they were fun to do. It was for 
a good cause and we were against 
the war. There was a lot of activity 
with protesting and music. That’s 
what it was like back then in many 
cities. They’d have a Vietnam pro-
test and rock ‘n’ roll music.”

Magic had big shows at the 
Washington Street Armory and 
even cosmic gigs at the Michigan 
State University Planetarium, 
among other local spots. “We’d 
play Grandmother’s — that was 
a giant place,” King recalled. “We 
opened for major groups there, like 
Sly and The Family Stone and Paul 
Butterfield Blues Band — it held a 
lot of people. It was just full of col-
lege kids.”

While the band released a cou-
ple of well-crafted albums, when 
Motown Records uprooted from 
Detroit to Los Angeles, Magic was 
left behind. With no record deal, the 
band cut a few more demos before 
calling it quits. Murcia returned to 
Miami and landed session work on 
major-label albums by Joe Walsh 
and The Bee Gees. 

As for Duane King, he is still writ-
ing and recording original music 
via his YouTube channel. In May, 

he released his latest single, “Ya 
Gotta Keep Dancin’.” Other perks 
to visiting his channel, are the 
rare cuts old cuts by Magic, like 
1971’s “Absolutely Free, Absolutely 
Beautiful.” It’s absolutely epic 
Michigan rock.

Turn it Down!: A look back at Magic
TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin

g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

Magic were a staple in Lansing’s late ’60s and early ’70s rock scene. (courtesy photos)

Lansing’s lost soulful-progressive rock band

CITY PULSE 

MITTEN MUSIC QUIZ: 
LANSING EDITION

1. Before it was the known as The 
Silver Dollar, this local venue was 
known as this. 

2. Located in downtown East 
Lansing, this now demolished music 
venue hosted Weezer in 1994.

3. This defunct East Lansing record 
store focused on electronic music.

4. This Motown legend attended 
Michigan School for the Blind in 
Lansing. 

5. In 2011, this band performed at 
Spartan Stadium—30 years after 
its much smaller Dooley’s show.

		    Answers on page 31
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events.anr.msu.edu/

Refuge Recovery Lansing 
(Virtual) - 6-7 p.m. facebook.com/
refugerecoverylansing

South Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 
p.m. Casimir Catholic Church, 800 W 
Barnes Ave, Lansing. 517-374-5700. 

Studio (in)Process at Home - 9-10 p.m. 
MSU Broad.  broadmuseum.msu.edu

Understanding Your Ballot with Adam 
Cramton - DeWitt Township Clerk Adam 
Cramton will cover the basics of the ballot. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. DeWitt. gladl.org

Friday, September 25
Community Open Call: Women of 
Color Writing Workshop: Preparing to 
write. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Go to broadmuseum.
msu.edu for info.

LCC Performing Arts: Stages of Change 
- written and performed by LCC students 
and alumni. 7-7:45 p.m. lcc.edu for link.

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) 
- 7:30-8:30 p.m. facebook.com/
refugerecoverylansing

Tips to Build and Protect Your Credit 
Webinar - 11 a.m.-12 p.m. East Lansing. 
canr.msu.edu

Saturday, September 26

Advanced Birding Tour at Whitefish 
Point Bird Observatory -   Interested in 
upping your birding game? Michigan Audu-
bon. michiganaudubon.org. 

Curbside Sauerkraut Dinner - 4:30-
6:30 p.m. Lansing Liederkranz Club, 5828 S.  
Pennsylvania, Lansing. 517-882-6330. 

Ghost Hunt at Courthouse Square 
- Ghost Hunt at the Courthouse 7-11 p.m. 
Courthouse Square Museum, 100 W Law-
rence Ave, Charlotte.

Rank MI Vote Town Hall - Come learn 
about & explore the benefits of “Ranked 
Choice Voting” (RCV)  2-3 p.m.
zoom.us/j/92759538172 

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) 
-  7:30-8:30 p.m. facebook.com/refugere-
coverylansing

The Return Live-Lansing Simulcast 
- National /Global Day of Prayer and Repen-
tance. 9-11:30 a.m. shekhinahonline.com

Safety Dance - #TeamLily - masks and 
social distancing required (dance areas will 
be marked).  5:30-9:30 p.m. DeWitt Sports 
Park, 210 W Herbison Rd, DeWitt. 

Sunday, September 27
East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Valley Court Park, 300 Valley 

Court, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Pack Walk - A guided walk on Lansings 
River Trail  to help socialize dogs in a con-
trol setting. 9-9:30 a.m. Brenke Fish Ladder, 
216 East Grand River Avenue, Lansing. 

Monday, September 28

Refuge Recovery Lansing 
(Virtual) - 6-7 p.m.  facebook.com/
refugerecoverylansing

Virtual Field Ornithology - combination 
webinar and virtual classroom course will 
focus on identification skills of birds by 
sight and sound.  anr.msu.edu

YogaRound in Old Town - Use a hula 
hoop as a new yoga prop! 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
1801 N Washington Ave.

Tuesday, September 29
Book&Brew - Join Rhoda from DeWitt 
Library. 6:30-7:30 p.m. dewittlibrary.org

The Cleaners (online film screen-
ing) - In commemoration of Banned Books 
Week. “Delete...Ignore...Delete… Ignore…” 
Someone is out there censoring your social 
media feed. 7-9 p.m. bookings.lib.msu.ed

The Effects of Stigma: Mothers who 
are unable to breastfeed.  Join us at 
the next CONversations Series webinar. 
7-8:30 p.m. For link events.msu.edu

 
Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives Fall 
Brown Bag series - Knocking on Labor's 
Door: Union Organizing in the 1970s.  12:15-
1:30 p.m. hrlr.msu.ed for link.

Underground Railroad Tourism: The 
Maryland Model  - 3:30-5:30 p.m. Michi-
gan History Center facebook.com/events/
michigan-history-center/

ON THE

TOWN
Events must be entered through the calendar 

at lansingcitypulse.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the following week’s issue. 

Charges may apply for paid events to appear 
in print. If you need assistance, please call 

Suzi at (517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, September 23
2020 East Lansing Kiwanis “Virtual 
BBQ” - 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. For info and 
tickets: elkiwanis.org. 

A Professionally Fun Happy Hour 
Post-Covid Edition - 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Shaheen Chevrolet of Lansing, 632 
American Rd., Lansing. 

Allen Farmers Market -  2:30-7 p.m. 
Allen Farmers Market 2020, 2100 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing.

Guiding Principles for Highly Suc-
cessful Parenting  - webinar. 7:30-9 
p.m. Info at canr.msu.edu/East Lansing. 

MParks Foundation Virtual 5k -  
September 1-30.  For information and to 
sign up, mparks.org/events

Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives Fall 
Brown Bag Series - “Laureate of the 
Logging Camps"   12:15-1:30 p.m.
museum.msu.edu

PeaceQuest Greater Lansing 2020 - 
For September events, go to 
peacequestgreaterlansing.org. 

Special Collections Look Club: 
Theme: Protest! 2-2:45 p.m. Online, MSU 
Libraries. bookings.lib.msu.edu. 

Teaching the Underground Railroad 
- Virtual 2:30-4 p.m. facebook.com/
events/michigan-history-center/

Thursday, September 24
5th Annual Unite to Face Addiction 
Michigan 2020 Rally - 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
State Capitol, 100 N. Capitol Ave, Lansing. 

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 
p.m. Village Square, 136 N Bridge St, 
Dimondale. 517-646-0230. 

Homeownership Webinar - MSU 
Extension provides valuable information 
about the home buying process. 1-5 p.m. 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 29

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 29

MITTEN MUSIC QUIZ ANSWERS
1. The Brewery
2. The Small Planet
3. Spin Cycle Records
4. Stevie Wonder
5. U2

Paid for by the Colline Cheltenham for Judge Committee
1140 Abbot Road, #4153, East Lansing MI 48823.

For our Children.
For our Families.

For Judge.
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AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS 
OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! 

18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 
3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 

VOTED BEST BBQ IN THE
TOP OF THE TOWN CONTEST
FROM DAY ONE! 

CARNIVORES
LOVE MEAT! 

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

#1 BEST BBQ 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016, 

2017, 2018 AND 2019

LOVE MEAT! LOVE MEAT! 
CONTEST

2020

VOTE FOR US!
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

Happy Hour 7 days a week
Save 10% if you order online before 6pm!

3415 E Saginaw St • Lansing • (517) 580-3720

Order online for pickup, curbside & delivery: 
caskandcompany.com

CONTEST

2020

By ARI LEVAUX
Mom got her chicken soup recipe 

from her mom. It’s a simple, brothy 
affair with lots of dill, the kind of soup 
that’s popular throughout the Yiddish 
diaspora, often referred to half-jokingly 
as “Jewish Penicillin,” because it always 
makes you feel better, no matter what 
ails you.

Yiddish, the native tongue of the 
Ashkenazi Jews of Eastern Europe, is 
based mostly on German but also con-
tains Russian and Slavic words and a 
Hebrew alphabet. It’s a culture as much 
as a language, with its own traditions, 
recipes and history of struggle of a com-
munity that has always been more a 
state of mind than a nation with bor-
ders. Throughout our tumultuous his-
tory, chicken soup with dill remained a 

constant.
Mom, her mom and their foremoth-

ers have all helped carry the torch for-
ward to this point, all but assuring it 
will continue into the next generation 
as my kids are fans of chicken dill soup.  
But there is one aspect of this tradition 
that won’t continue: the step where you 
put a raw chicken into a pot of water. 
The idea of boiling a raw chicken both-
ers me the way boiled hot dogs do. I 
have to brown it first. And if you try it 
once, you’ll never go back.

It began when I started bringing 

home rotisserie chicken from the super-
market, as a quick way to make soup. 
You put a greasy brown bird in a pot 
of water with some veggies, and by the 
time it’s hot the soup is done. I quick-
ly realized that convenience wasn’t the 
only perk of “cheaters chicken soup,” as 

I called it.
I was pleased to taste the rich flavor 

those soft and juicy chickens gave to my 
soup, and decided to learn how to rec-
reate that magic in my own oven. Turns 

Jewish penicillin
Dill point in a turning world FLASH

in the pan

See Soup, Page 34  
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517-582-5100
517-712-7536 
517-256-0256

TO
ORDER

908 Elmwood Rd • Lansing

thesmokenpigbbq.com

PICK UP • CURBSIDE • GrubHub • Doordash

BUY ONE ENTREE 
GET ONE HALF OFF!
Coupon good in store only (not with 3rd party delivery service.) 

Expires 9/30/2020

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

OPEN FOR 
FULL SERVICE

TUESDAY-
SATURDAY 11-7

$1350

404 N. Verlinden, Lansing • 517.484.9661

HARRY’S PLACE

404 N. Verlinden, Lansing    517.484.9661

All-you-can-eat Fish Fry
Fridays 4pm-8pm

$1195

THANKS FOR MAKING US 
Final Five Best Fish Fry and Final Five 

Best Gay/Lesbian Bar!
Please give us one more vote!

CONTEST

2020

VOTE 
FOR US 
IN THIS 
YEAR’S 
CONTEST!

Best Neighborhood Bar
Best Fish Fry

Best Trivia Night

All-You-Can-Eat 
Fish Fry

Fridays 4 to 8 PM

East Lansing - 3048 E Lake Lansing Rd • (517) 333-9212
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 12pm to 1am

Holt • 2040 Aurelius Rd #13 • (517) 699-3670
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

Okemos • 1937 W Grand River Ave • (517)-347-0443
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

3 LOCATIONS

Fresh food
Family fun!

PICK UP
AVAILABLE!

Call 
11AM-8PM 

to place your 
order!

out, roasting your own chicken requires 
little more than a chicken, and a sliver 
of foresight.

Alas, on a typical afternoon, by the 
time my thoughts turn to dinner it’s too 
late to roast a chicken. But If you give 
me a raw bird and four hours’ notice, 
I can brown it with the best of them. 
Anyone can, because it’s about as easy 
as turning the oven on and putting in 
the chicken.

In my house, by the time a browned 
chicken makes it into the soup pot it 
looks like it’s been accosted by piranhas, 
and that’s OK. The carrion crows pos-
ing as my children are part of the plan, 
because I roast a six-pound bird, which 
leaves plenty of meat left over for soup, 
even after feeding us dinner.  My kids 
are trained to save their bones, which 
I collect after dinner, smashing them 
with a frying pan to release their mar-
row. I use the broken, browned bones 
make a lusty bone stock.

My soup isn’t clear like Mom’s. The 
rich, murky broth hides the chunks, 
including the tomatoes and potatoes I 
sneak in, breaking further from tradi-
tion. But even in my relatively busy and 
rebellious bowl of soup, the dominant 
dill flavor remains.
Oven-browned chicken

I roast my chicken with an herb or 
mix of herbs like Italian seasonings, 
harissa, herbes de Provence, pars-
ley, sage, rosemary and thyme.  When 
browning a bird for Jewish penicillin, 

the herb might as well be dill.
1 6-lb chicken
¼ cup olive oil
3 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1/2-cup dried dill (or 3 ounces 
chopped fresh dill)
2 medium-sized Potatoes, cut into 
quarters
4 cloves of smashed garlic
1 onion, quartered
2 sticks of celery, chopped in ½-inch 
pieces
2 medium sized carrots, cut into 1/2-
inch coins

Rinse the chicken and let it dry — or 
dry it with a towel.  Place the seasoned 
bird in a deep pan large enough that 
the chicken doesn’t quite touch the 
sides of the pan. Rub it with the olive 
oil, salt, pepper, garlic powder and 
dill. In a medium-sized mixing bowl, 
rub the remaining oil and spices on 
the potatoes, garlic, onions, celery and 
any organ or neck meat that came with 
the bird, and stuff it all into the cavity. 
Place any veggies that don’t fit around 
the bird.

Bake uncovered, breast-side down, 
at 325 degrees for three hours (or one 
hour per two pounds of bird), turning 
over at once for the last 45 minutes.

That night for dinner, enjoy some 
oven-browned chicken and juicy veg-
etables from the cavity. After dinner, 
strip all the remaining meat off of the 
bones and cut it into bite-sized chunks 
for use in the soup.

As for the bones, break or cut them if 
possible, to let out the marrow.  Boil the 
bones for as long as you can, covered. I 
use a pasta boiler with the broken bones 

in the insert so I can easily remove them 
when it’s time, which it isn’t quite. Turn 
off the before getting ready for bed, so 
that the pot is cool enough to put in the 
fridge, bones and all, before you turn in 
for the night.

The next morning, strain the bones 
out and skim as much fat as you care 
to, and return the broth to the fridge 
until it’s time to make zup, as we say in 
Yiddish.
Mom’s medicine
1 3-lb raw chicken or the leftovers of a 
6-lb roasted chicken and its accompa-
nying broth
1 cup dry dill, a bunch of fresh dill, 
chopped
2 onions, chopped
2 cups chopped celery
1 tablespoon salt, more to taste
My additions: 1 pound of potatoes 
(Mom would use matzo balls), and a 
half pound chopped tomatoes for acid 
(other cooks might add a touch of lem-
on juice or vinegar)

If starting with a raw chicken: cut it 
into pieces and simmer in 8 quarts of 
water with a tablespoon of salt for two 
hours. Skim some fat, or not.

If starting with yesterday’s chicken, 
add the leftover chicken meat to the 
broth you made from your broken, 
browned bones. Also add any remain-
ing cavity vegetables.

Add the vegetables to the cooked 
chicken and broth, and simmer for an 
hour. Adjust salt and dill to taste.

Flash in the Pan is food writer Ari 
LeVaux’s weekly recipe column. It runs 
in about 100 newspapers nationwide, 
nourishing food sections large and 
small with complete protein for the belly 
brain.

Soup
from page 33
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WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064
Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Buddies Holt
2040 Aurelius Rd, Ste 12
Holt
(517) 699-3670
www.buddiesbars.com

DISCOVER YOUR NEW FAVORITE SPOT! Traditional 
classics and great drinks. Burgers, Mexican entrees, pizza 
and appetizers. Buddies Bowls you can’t get anywhere else. 
Locally owned and operated for over 20 years.

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 882-1777
eloasistruck.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Appetizers

Crazy Crab
3700 S. Waverly Rd.
Lansing
(517) 887-3888
crazycrablansingmi.
kwickmenu.com

LIP SMACKING UNIQUE CAJUN BROIL Now re-
opened for carry out. Please order online at our new web-
site: crazycrablansingmi.kwickmenu.com Currently you 
can get the best broil around from 3-9PM but we’ll extend 
our hours soon. Or come in or place order by phone.

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Goodfellas Bagel Deli
625 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing
(517) 580-8611
goodfellasbageldeli.com

OPEN FOR PICKUP, DINE IN AND
DELIVERY! Stop in and grab a bagel sandwich, or 
try one of our new waffle sandwiches. We feature a 
variety of flavors of bagels and spreads. Hot coffee 
and freshly made juices, too!

Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River Ave
Lansing
(517) 321-3852
FB: @AirportTaverandSteakhouse

WELCOME BACK! For 50 years, Airport Tavern & 
Steakhouse has been a staple of Lansing's community. Full 
bar, daily lunch and dinner specials. Ribs, steak, burgers 
and salads are all crowd pleasers at this neighborhood 
establishment.

Smoke N’ Pig
908 Elmwood Rd
Lansing
(517) 582-5100
thesmokenpig.com

WE SMOKE THE VERY BEST FOR OUR GUESTS! Give 
us a call for carryout and curbside pick up. You can also order 
online. Great flavors on traditional BBQ favorites. Pulled pork, 
brisket and chicken. Turkey ribs, wings and fantastic side dish-
es, too. Try loaded mac and cheese or pulled pork nachos. 

Bell's Greek Pizza
1135 E. Grand River
East Lansing
(517) 332-0858
thebellspizza.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1967. Pizza 
made fresh and ready to bust your hunger! Unique flavors 
you won't find anywhere else - Spinach Pie pizza, Shwarma 
pizza, Greek pizza. Grinders, pita wraps, salads and pastas, 
too. We cater! Order online at thebellspizza.com

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

SPONSORED CONTENT

625 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing • 517.580.8611
goodfellasbageldeli@gmail.com
M-F 7-3 • Sa 9-3 • Su #forgetaboutit

Serving bagel sandwiches and waffles 
you’ll kill for, coffee & more

Carryout • Dine-In
Delivery through DoorDash

2020
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CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Home of the 
World Famous Sizzler

1/2 OFF
LUNCH OR DINNER
Buy one lunch or dinner 
and receive  
a 2nd of equal or 
lesser value for 1/2 off

Valid Sunday-Thursday Only. 
Dine-In Only. Valid with 
coupon Only. Void if reproduced.
Not valid with any other offers or 
discounts. Expires 9/30/2020.

5000 N. Grand River 

(517) 321-3852

Welcome Back to The Airport Tavern!
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3700 S. Waverly Rd.
Lansing, MI 48911
517-887-3888

ORDER ONLINE: 
crazycrablansingmi.kwickmenu.com

WE’VE GOT 
BREAKFAST PIZZA

OUR PATIO IS 
OPEN!

OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 
FROM 7:30AM-10PM

809 E Kalamazoo St.
www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD
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Contract rates available, all rates net. 
Classified ads also appear online at no 
extra charge. Deadline for classifieds 
is 5 p.m. Monday for the upcoming 
Wednesday’s issue. You can also submit 
your classified ad to Suzi Smith at 517-999-
6704 or at suzi@lansingcitypulse.com.

Commercial & 
Residential

Fully Insured

Call Joan at:
(517) 881-2204

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

DHI would like to welcome new members to our 
team. We are hiring multiple position, full and part-
time. We are open to varying career and experience 
levels. If you are looking to broaden your trade work-
ing with a group of exceptional Physicians, we would 
like to hear from you.  You can view and apply for 
our open positions at the following careerpages: 
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Michigan-Gastroenter-
ology-Institute , https://www.ziprecruiter.com/c/Mich-
igan-Gastroenterology-Institute/Jobs?hiring_com-
pany=c45736ac,  https://msu.joinhandshake.com/
employers/371102 and LCC Career page, search 
Michigan Gastroenterology Institute.  Apply today. 
Let’s be partners in success! 

THE FUTURE OF 
FOOTWEAR IS HERE!

GET $600 PAIR OF ORTHODICS
FOR $150

SHIPPED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
Come see us today for a 3D scan of 

your feet & pressure points! 
The Aetrex machine will print  

custom orthodics from the scan
Select from a wide varitey of men’s 

and women’s shoes - including 
work boots and orthodic inserts

215 S. Cochran Ave
Charlotte, MI 48813

517-543-6988
charlotteshoerepair.com

Paid for by CTE Rick Jones Sheriff
PO Box 115, Grand Ledge, MI 48837

It’s time for a change

I want deputies 
to have better 

training in 
de-escalating 

possible violent 
situations

Rick Jones for 
Eaton County Sheriff

Fair and equal treatment for all people

VOTE

NOV. 3

FREE Local Contactless 
Delivery With Any 

Floral Order $40 Or More

16886 Turner St. Lansing • 517-327-1059

You know they 
miss seeing you! 

Send some Floral Hugs and Smiles today!

Open M-F 8-5 & 
by appointment

theplantprofessionals.com

STELLAR COMPUTER REPAIR
609 E Jolly Rd.  Lansing, MI

Call for service and product information. 
517-295-3361        StellarRepair.com

My name is 
Robin Lea 

Laurain 
and I am asking 

you to 
Vote Green 
for Michigan’s 

Education Slate. 

I am the Co-Chair of 
the Green Party of Michigan and I am the dual 
candidate for the Green Party of Michigan and 
the Socialist Party of Michigan. 

Visit us at michgreenparty.org. 
Check out all our Green Candidates!

 #michigangreensunited
Paid for by the Trust Robin Laurain 2020 Committee

 4106 Bridgeport St., Lansing, MI 48911.

Classified Rates
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